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Referee: "[...] simple atmospheric transport modeling is used to infer the methane
emission. The estimate is in surprisingly good agreement with the value reported by
the mine operator, with a difference that is much smaller than the estimate uncertainty.
There was therefore some "luck” in this particular inversion."

Authors’ comment: We fully agree with the referee that the small difference between the
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retrieved emission rate and that reported by the mine operator has to be interpreted
with respect to the derived uncertainty. It confirms the general adequateness of the AMTD
approach taken under the given conditions. 5, C3349-C3350, 2012
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