
AMTD
7, 8777–8816, 2014

Cirrus
heterogeneities on

thermal infrared
optical properties

T. Fauchez et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

Atmos. Meas. Tech. Discuss., 7, 8777–8816, 2014
www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net/7/8777/2014/
doi:10.5194/amtd-7-8777-2014
© Author(s) 2014. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

This discussion paper is/has been under review for the journal Atmospheric Measurement
Techniques (AMT). Please refer to the corresponding final paper in AMT if available.

Impacts of cloud heterogeneities on
cirrus optical properties retrieved from
spatial thermal infrared radiometry

T. Fauchez1, P. Dubuisson1, C. Cornet1, F. Szczap2, A. Garnier3,4, and J. Pelon5

1Laboratoire d’Optique Atmosphérique, Université Lille 1, Villeneuve d’Ascq, France
2Laboratoire de Météorologie Physique, Université Blaise Pascal, Clermont Ferrand, France
3Science Systems and Applications, Inc., Hampton, Virginia, USA
4NASA Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia, USA
5Laboratoire Atmosphères, Milieux, Observations Spatiales, UPMC-UVSQ-CNRS,
Paris, France

Received: 20 May 2014 – Accepted: 18 July 2014 – Published: 27 August 2014

Correspondence to: C. Cornet (celine.cornet@univ-lille1.fr)

Published by Copernicus Publications on behalf of the European Geosciences Union.

8777

http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net
http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net/7/8777/2014/amtd-7-8777-2014-print.pdf
http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net/7/8777/2014/amtd-7-8777-2014-discussion.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


AMTD
7, 8777–8816, 2014

Cirrus
heterogeneities on

thermal infrared
optical properties

T. Fauchez et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

Abstract

This paper presents a study, based on simulations, of the impact of cirrus cloud hetero-
geneities on the retrieval of cloud parameters (optical thickness and effective diameter)
for the Imaging Infrared Radiometer (IIR) on board CALIPSO. Cirrus clouds are gener-
ated by the stochastic model 3DCLOUD for two different cloud fields and for several av-5

eraged cloud parameters. One is obtained from a cirrus observed on the 25 May 2007
during the airborne campaign CIRCLE-2 and the other is a cirrus uncinus. The radia-
tive transfer is simulated with the code 3DMCPOL. To assess the errors due to cloud
heterogeneities, two related retrieval algorithms are used: (i) The split window tech-
nique to retrieve the ice crystal effective diameter and (ii) an algorithm similar to the IIR10

operational algorithm to retrieve the effective emissivity and the effective optical thick-
ness. Differences between input parameters and retrieved parameters are compared
as a function of different cloud properties such as the mean optical thickness, the het-
erogeneity parameter and the effective diameter. The optical thickness heterogeneity
for each 1 km×1 km observation pixel is represented by the optical thickness standard15

deviation computed using 100 m×100 m subpixels. We show that optical thickness het-
erogeneity may have a strong impact on the retrieved parameters, mainly due to the
Plane Parallel Approximation (PPA). In particular, for cirrus cloud with ice crystal size
of approximately 10 µm, the averaged error on the retrieved effective diameter is about
2.5 µm (∼ 25%) and on the effective optical thickness of about −0.20 (∼ 12%). Then,20

these biases decrease with the increase of the ice effective size due to a decrease of
the cloud absorption and thus of the PPA bias. Cloud heterogeneity effects are much
more higher than other possible sources of error. They become larger than the retrieval
incertitude of the IIR algorithm from a standard deviation of the optical thickness, inside
the observation pixel, superior to 1.25
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1 Introduction

In the context of global climate change, the representation and role of clouds are still
uncertain. For example, ice clouds play an important role in the climate and on the
Earth’s radiation budget (Liou, 1986). Cirrus clouds lead mainly to a positive radiative
forcing due to their high temperature contrast with regard to the surface. However, the5

cirrus radiative forcing could depend on the cirrus optical thickness, altitude and ice
crystal effective size (Katagiri et al., 2013). Consequently, to improve our knowledge,
it is essential to assess the feedback and climate effects of these clouds (Stephens,
1980). Global observations are well adapted to follow and better understand cloud evo-
lution and characteristics. In this context, several spatial missions have been initiated.10

One of the most important is the A-train spatial mission composed of several comple-
mentary instruments being able to observe clouds quasi-simultaneously. In this work,
we focus on the infrared radiometry such as measurements obtained by the passive in-
struments IIR (Infrared Imaging Radiometer, Garnier et al., 2012, 2013) on board the
satellite CALIPSO or MODIS (Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectrometer, Platnick15

et al., 2003) on board the platform AQUA.
From radiometric measurements, dedicated operational algorithms allow retrieving

cloud properties such as optical thickness and ice crystal effective diameter for each
pixel of the cloudy scene. Because of operational constraints (lack of information re-
garding the three dimensional (3-D) structure of the atmosphere, time constraints, etc.),20

retrieval algorithms assume that clouds are homogeneous and infinite between two
planes. This assumption of a one dimensional (1-D) radiative transfer is called the
homogeneous Independent Pixel Approximation (IPA, Cahalan et al., 1994) or Inde-
pendent Column Approximation (ICA, Stephens et al., 1991). However, real clouds
can be far from this simplified model and this assumption may lead to biases on the25

retrieval of clouds properties (Fauchez et al., 2014).
In a real atmosphere, clouds show, indeed, 3-D structures with heterogeneities and

the radiative transfer occurs in the three dimensions. In the solar spectral range, many
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studies have been conducted concerning the impact of cloud heterogeneities on the
cloud products. These studies primarily concern warm clouds such as strato-cumulus
(Varnai and Marshak, 2001; Zinner and Mayer, 2006; Kato and Marshak, 2009, etc.).
The authors showed that the sign and the amplitude of the errors depend on numerous
factors, such as the spatial resolution, the wavelength, the geometry of observation5

and the cloud type (cloud dimensions, microphysical and macrophysical variabilities).
Concerning cirrus clouds, Fauchez et al. (2014) shows that cirrus cloud heterogeneities
lead to non-negligible effects on Brightness Temperatures (BT) and that these effects
mainly depend on the standard deviation of the optical thickness inside the observation
pixel. The retrieval of cloud properties using radiances or BT may thus be impacted by10

the heterogeneity effects. Therefore, in this work, we go further and investigate the im-
pact of cirrus heterogeneities on the retrieved cloud products. This study is conducted
from simulations of radiometric measurements of IIR in three typical spectral bands,
8.65, 10.60 and 12.05 µm.

The method used to retrieve cloud products depends on the spectral domain. In-15

deed, in the thermal infrared atmospheric window (8–13 µm), cloud optical properties
(optical thickness and ice crystal effective size) are retrieved using the SWT Split Win-
dow Technique (Inoue, 1985; Parol et al., 1991; Dubuisson et al., 2008). This method
is generally limited to thin cirrus clouds (optical thickness below approximately 3 at
532 nm) and small crystals (effective diameters below approximately 40 µm). In the20

visible and near-infrared ranges, cloud optical properties are commonly retrieved using
the Nakajima and King method (NK, Nakajima and King, 1990). This method combines
measurements in visible and near-infrared channels for thicker cirrus clouds and larger
ice crystals. Cooper et al. (2007) combined these two methods for MODIS measure-
ments to treat thin and thick cirrus in the same time.25

The paper is organized as follows. In Sect. 2, we present a short description of the
modelling tools used in this study: (i) the cloud generator 3DCLOUD (Szczap et al.,
2014), (ii) the radiative transfer code 3DMCPOL (Cornet et al., 2010; Fauchez et al.,
2014) and (iii) two related retrieval algorithms. The Sect. 3 presents, from simulations,
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the possible errors due to the 1-D approximation on the retrieved optical properties.
The Sect. 4 compares heterogeneity effects with other possible sources of errors on
the retrieved products. Conclusions and perspectives are given in Sect. 5.

2 Numerical models

2.1 3-D Ice Water Content generation5

The stochastic model 3DCLOUD (Cornet et al., 2010; Szczap et al., 2014) is employed
to generate realistic 3-D cirrus clouds. This model uses a simplified dynamical and ther-
modynamical approach to generated heterogeneous 3-D clouds as well as a Fourier
transform framework to constrain scale invariant properties (Hogan and Kew, 2005;
Szczap et al., 2014). Two different cirrus fields were simulated (Fig. 1) in a Mid-latitude10

Summer (MLS) atmosphere.
The first cirrus field has been modeled from meteorological profiles presented by

Starr and Cox (1985) with the addition of a wind profile to form virgas. Different val-
ues of mean cloud parameters are used: the cirrus mean optical thickness τc, στc

the
standard deviation of the optical thickness on the entire field, the cirrus heterogene-15

ity parameter ρτ = στc
/τc (Szczap et al., 2000) and the ice crystal effective diameter

Deff. Eight cirrus with different mean cloud parameters are generated (Table 1) with
parameters covering the characteristics of usual cirrus clouds (Sassen and Cho, 1992;
Szczap et al., 2000; Carlin et al., 2002; Lynch et al., 2002). Note that the effective
diameter of cirrus 3 to 5 (Deff = 9.95 µm) is probably too small for cirrus with a mean20

optical thickness of 1.80 as, aggregations processes tend to increase the effective size
(Fig. 12 of Garnier et al., 2013). However, cirrus 3 to 5 are useful to understand how
heterogeneity effects increase with the mean optical thickness. The first cloud structure
is presented in Fig. 1a and b. Figure 1a presents the 10 km×10 km optical thickness
field at 12.05 µm with a spatial resolution of 100 m and Fig. 1b the x–z view of the Ice25

Water Content (IWC) of cirrus 3.
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The second cirrus structure (Fig. 1c and d) is generated from measurements of the
cirrus observed on the 25 May 2007 during the CIRCLE-2 airborne campaign (Mioche
et al., 2010). In situ measurements provided by the aircraft as well as IIR radiometric
measurements (mean optical thickness and mean heterogeneity parameter) are used
as input of 3DCLOUD. In addition, we used meteorological data provided by the Euro-5

pean Center for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) to constrain the mete-
orological profiles (wind speed and orientation, temperature, humidity etc.). The scale
invariant properties of every cirrus presented in Table 1 are controlled by a −5/3 con-
stant spectral slope for all scales and altitude levels. This agree with the spectral slope
of the backscattering coefficient measured at 532 nm at different altitudes by the LIDAR10

CALIOP/CALIPSO and the extinction coefficient measured by the Polar Nephelometer
at the aircraft altitude (Fauchez et al., 2014).

2.2 Optical property parametrization

Cirrus optical properties are difficult to handle because of the diversity of crystal sizes,
shapes and orientations in a cirrus cloud. Several parametrization were elaborated for15

visible and infrared wavelengths (Magono, 1966; C.-Labonnote et al., 2000; Yang et al.,
2001, 2005; Baum et al., 2005, 2011; Baran and Labonnote, 2007; Baran et al., 2009,
2013; Baran, 2012). For cirrus 1 to 8, we employ the ice crystal model with aggre-
gate crystal shape and a mono-disperse distribution used in the IIR retrieval algorithm
(Garnier et al., 2013) and developed by Yang et al. (2001, 2005). This model gives an20

extinction coefficient, a single scattering albedo and an asymmetry factor (Yang et al.,
2001, 2005). We use the phase function of Henyey and Greenstein (1940) which is
sufficient, in the thermal infrared, to approximate the scattering (Yang et al., 2001). For
these cirrus, the optical properties are constant over the entire cloud.

In order to generate 3-D-Dimensional and heterogeneous optical properties field, we25

use for the CII-1 and CII-2 cirrus, the parametrization of Baran et al. (2009, 2013) and
Baran (2012). This parametrization gives, for each cloudy cell, the optical coefficients
from the (IWC, Temperature) couple. These relations have been obtained from in situ
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measurements of more than 20 000 Particle Size Distributions (PSD) (Field et al., 2005,
2007).

2.3 TOA brightness temperatures simulations.

TOA brightness temperatures in the three IIR thermal infrared channels (8.65 µm,
10.60 µm and 12.05 µm) are simulated with the 3DMCPOL code developed in the5

visible range by Cornet et al. (2010) and extended to the infrared range by Fauchez
et al. (2014). 3DMCPOL is a forward Monte-Carlo algorithm using the Local Estimate
Method (LEM, Marshak and Davis, 2005; Mayer, 2009) and being able to simulate
radiances and brightness temperatures from the visible to the infrared range, including
the polarization. The atmosphere is subdivided in voxels (3-D pixels), with a constant10

horizontal size (dx, dy) and a variable vertical size dz. Each of them is described by
the extinction coefficient σe, the single scattering albedo $0, the phase function and
the cloud temperature Tc.

3-D BT are first simulated at the spatial resolution of 100 m×100 m and then aver-
aged to the IIR spatial resolution of 1 km×1 km (BT3D1km). 1-D BT are obtained by15

averaging cloud properties at 1 km×1 km before simulating BT (BT1D1km).

2.4 Retrieval algorithms of cloud parameters

Two related algorithms are used to retrieve cloud products: the Split-Window Tech-
nique (SWT, Inoue, 1985; Parol et al., 1991; Dubuisson et al., 2008) to retrieve the
effective diameter and an algorithm similar to the IIR operational algorithm to retrieve20

the effective emissivity and the effective optical thickness.
In the thermal infrared atmospheric window, the SWT is one the most used method

to retrieve the effective diameter and the cloud optical thickness using the difference
of brightness temperatures between two thermal infrared channels (Parol et al., 1991;
Radel et al., 2003; Dubuisson et al., 2008; Garnier et al., 2012, 2013). Figure 2 presents25

examples of arches for three Brightness Temperature Difference (BTD) as a function
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of the BT of the channel 12.05 µm (BT12) and for several effective diameters (Deff). The
optical thickness decreases along each arches from the opaque cloud BT to the clear
sky BT. Each arch corresponds to an effective size and the BTD decreases with the
increase of the particle size. The sensitivity of the SWT to large particles (Deff > 40 µm)
is weak. This is one of the main disadvantages of this method which can only accurately5

determines the effective size of particles under approximately 40 µm for cirrus clouds
with an optical thickness approximately between 0.5 and 3 (Dubuisson et al., 2008;
Sourdeval et al., 2012). Dubuisson et al. (2008) also show that the retrieval accuracy
of the ice crystal effective diameter is included between 10–25 % and it is about 10%
for the optical thickness. We note that, the amplitude of BTD8–10 arches is significantly10

smaller than the two others because its sensitivity on Deff is weaker. Consequently, this
channel pair will not be used in this study.

The IIR operational algorithm (Garnier et al., 2012) uses, as the SWT, radiance
differences between channels but in a different way. Intermediate products (effective
emissivity, effective optical thickness and microphysical indices) are computed to re-15

trieve the ice crystal effective diameter and shape. The effective emissivity refers to
the contribution of scattering in the retrieved emissivity, especially for small ice crys-
tals in the band at 8.65 µm. One of the major interest of using the effective emissivity
is its independence to cloud top altitude or geometrical thickness, contrary to bright-
ness temperature differences used in the SWT. The effective emissivity εeff,k , for the20

channels k, is defined as:

εeff,k = [Rk −Rk,BG]/[Bk(Tc,Zc)−Rk,BG], (1)

with Rk , the measured (or simulated) radiance in the channel k; Rk,BG, the measured
(or simulated) radiance at TOA for clear sky; Bk(Tc,Zc) the radiance of an opaque25

cloud (black body) localized at the centroid altitude of reference Zc and at the centroid
temperature Tc provided from the GEOS-5 model (Rienecker et al., 2008). The layer
centroid altitude is a weighted average altitude based on the attenuated backscattered
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intensity of the LIDAR signal at 532 nm (Vaughan et al., 2009). Note that, in this study,
we set the centroid altitude to the geometrical middle of the cloud.

The effective optical thickness τeff,k is then calculated as:

τeff,k = − ln(1−εeff,k). (2)
5

From τeff,k , the microphysical indices MI12/8 and MI12/10, are defined as the ratio of
τeff,k between the two channels (12.05 µm and 8.65 µm) and (12.05 µm and 10.60 µm)
respectively:

MI12/8 = τeff,12/τeff,8; MI12/10 = τeff,12/τeff,10 (3)
10

These microphysical indices strongly depend on microphysical and optical properties
of the cloud layer. They depend, thus, mainly on the effective diameter and shape of ice
crystals. From a Look Up Table pre-calculated by the FASDOM code (Dubuisson et al.,
2005), two values of effective diameters Deff1km(10,8) and Deff1km(12,8) are obtained
for each shape of particles (aggregates, plates, solid columns) considered in the IIR15

retrieval algorithm. The shape corresponding to the lowest difference between the two
Deff1km is selected. The IIR operational algorithm uses, for the computation of optical
properties, the Yang et al. (2001, 2005) model with a mono-modal effective diameter
distribution.

We checked that errors due to the retrieval methods, estimated by comparing re-20

trieved optical properties with optical properties used in the radiative transfer (not pre-
sented here), are less than 2% on the effective diameter retrieved with the SWT and
4% on the effective optical thickness retrieved with the algorithm similar to the IIR op-
erational algorithm.

3 Impact of cirrus heterogeneities on the retrieved parameters25

In this section, we present the heterogeneity effects on the retrieved products at the
IIR spatial resolution of 1 km×1 km according to different cloud properties (optical
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thickness, optical and microphysical properties, cirrus top altitude and geometrical
thickness). The heterogeneity effects on retrieved parameters are assessed by using
the difference between products retrieved from Brightness Temperatures computes at
1 km×1 km in 3-D (BT3D1km) and in 1-D (BT1D1km).

In order to estimate the heterogeneity effects on the retrieved cloud products, we5

define the following errors due to cloud heterogeneities:

– ∆εeff = ε3-Deff −ε1-Deff: on the effective emissivities calculated by the Eq. (1).

– ∆τeff = τ3-Deff − τ1-Deff: on the effective optical thicknesses calculated by the
Eq. (2).

– ∆MI12/8 = MI3D12/8−MI1D12/8 and ∆MI12/10 = MI3D12/10−MI1D12/10: on the mi-10

crophysical indices calculated from the Eq. (3).

– ∆Deff1km = Deff3D1km −Deff1D1km: on the ice crystal effective diameter retrieved
with the SWT.

The index “3-D” corresponds to optical properties retrieved from BT3D1km and the
index “1-D”, to those retrieved from BT1D1km. τ1km is the optical thickness used in the15

radiative transfer simulation. Deff1D1km corresponds either to the effective diameter
used in the radiative transfer simulation, when is known (cirrus 1 to 8 and CII-3), or
to the effective diameter retrieved from BT1D1km when ice crystal effective diameters
used in the radiative transfer simulation are unknown as for cirrus CII-1 and CII-2.

Heterogeneity impacts due to the optical thickness variability are discussed Sect. 3.120

and those due to optical and microphysical property variabilities in Sect. 3.2.

3.1 Heterogeneity impacts due to the optical thickness variability

Fauchez et al. (2014) show that BT3D1km are larger than BT1D1km and that their dif-
ference is well correlated with the standard deviation of the optical thickness inside
the 1 km×1 km observation pixel στ1km

. This brightness temperature difference is due25
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to the Plane Parallel Approximation (PPA) caused by the non linearity of the relation
between brightness temperature and optical thickness. The PPA is greater for highly
absorbing bands because the increase of cloud absorption leads to a larger brightness
temperature contrast between the cirrus top and the clear sky atmosphere and, thus,
to a stronger averaging effect.5

The Fig. 3 illustrates how cirrus heterogeneities affect the retrieval of the effective
diameter and the optical thickness. The red arrow represents the BTD and BT values
obtained with an homogeneous cloud with Deff1D1km and τ1D1km. Using 3-D radiative
transfer inside a heterogeneous cloud with the same mean properties, we obtained
the BTD and BT values represented by the blue arrow in the Fig. 3. As heterogeneity10

effects are larger for the band at 12.05 µm than at 8.65 µm, Brightness Temperature Dif-
ferences BTD8–12, first simulated at the spatial resolution of 100 m and then averaged
to the IIR spatial resolution of 1 km, are smaller than those retrieved from radiances di-
rectly simulated at the spatial resolution of 1 km. Consequently, as effective diameters
increase with the decrease of BTD, the retrieved Deff3D1km are larger than the mean15

value Deff1D1km. In addition, the retrieved optical thicknesses τ3D1km are smaller than
the mean optical thickness τ1D1km.

In addition, Fig. 4 shows the effective emissivity as a function of the effective optical
thickness estimated at the spatial resolution of 100 m. The relation between effective
emissivities and effective optical thicknesses is no linear, as between brightness tem-20

peratures and optical thicknesses. Because of the PPA, the average of effective emis-
sivities (εeff) is smaller than the effective emissivity of the average of effective optical
thicknesses τeff. Similarly to brightness temperatures, effective emissivities and effec-
tive optical thicknesses retrieved from radiances, first simulated at the spatial resolution
of 100 m and then averaged to the IIR spatial resolution of 1 km, are smaller than those25

retrieved from radiances directly simulated at the spatial resolution of 1 km.
Figure 5 presents ∆εeff (a, b and c) and ∆τeff (d, e and f) as a function of the stan-

dard deviation of the optical thickness inside the 1 km×1 km observation pixel (στ1km
)

for cirrus 1 to 5 and for the bands at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05µm respectively.
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We notice, first of all, that ∆εeff and ∆τeff are correlated with στ1km
at more than 94%,

except for cirrus 1 at 8.65 µm where the horizontal transport smooths the slight het-
erogeneity of the radiative field. ∆εeff and ∆τeff are negatives meaning that the 3-D
effective emissivities and effective optical thicknesses are weaker than those in 1-D. In-
deed, as explained by Fauchez et al. (2014), heterogeneity effects lead to an increase5

of radiances or brightness temperatures. As radiances decrease with the cloud extinc-
tion, larger radiances lead then to smaller cloud effective emissivity and effective optical
thickness. In addition, we can see that ∆εeff and ∆τeff depend on the wavelength. For
example, at στ1km

= 1, ∆εeff is equal to −0.01 at 8.65 µm, −0.03 at 10.60 µm and −0.05
at 12.05µm. This is due to the increase of absorption from 8.65 µm to 12.05 µm which10

leads to an increase of the contrast between cloud and clear sky pixels and thus to an
increase of the PPA bias. For comparison, Garnier et al. (2012) shown that the error
on the effective emissivity due to the retrieval method is of about 0.03 for the band
at 12.05µm (black lines of the Fig. 5) for an uncertainty of 1 K on the temperature of
the clear sky atmosphere (case above an ocean). This incertitude is smaller than the15

average error due to cloud heterogeneity ∆εeff. We can note that, at στ1km
∼ 1, ∆εeff is

equal or superior to 0.03 for bands at 10.60 µm and 12.05µm. στ1km
∼ 1 corresponds

also to the limit where the heterogeneity effects on brightness temperatures becomes
superior to the IIR instrumental accuracy of 1 K (Fauchez et al., 2014).

Figure 6a and b represent respectively the error on the microphysical indices ∆MI12/8
20

and ∆MI12/10 as a function of στ1km
for cirrus 1 to 5. We first notice, that the errors on

the two microphysical indices are, on average, negatives, except again for cirrus 1 for

∆MI12/8. They increase with the cirrus mean optical thickness (from cirrus 1 to 3) and
heterogeneity parameter (from cirrus 3 to 5). The correlation with στ1km

is better for

∆MI12/10 than for ∆MI12/8. Again, the strongest scattering in the band at 8.65 µm tends25

to smooth the radiative field heterogeneities and, therefore, to degrade the correlation

between ∆MI12/8 and στ1km
. ∆MI12/8 is, on average, larger than ∆MI12/10 because the

difference of absorption and effective emissivity is significantly greater for the couple
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12.05µm/8.65 µm than for 12.05µm/10.60 µm. As the effective diameters of ice crys-
tals are estimated from the microphysical indices using a LUT, they are, thus, also
impacted by heterogeneity effects. Retrieved effective diameters are expected to be
too large, as microphysical indices are smaller in 3-D than in 1-D.

Using the SWT, we are also able to simulate the impact of cirrus heterogeneities on5

the retrieved effective diameters of ice crystals. In Fig. 7, we plot the error on the effec-
tive diameter ∆Deff1km, due to heterogeneities, as a function of στ1km

for cirrus 1 to 5.
We see that ∆Deff1km are positive and increase, on average, with the cirrus mean opti-
cal thickness τc (from cirrus 1 to 3) and the heterogeneity parameter ρτ (from cirrus 3
to 5). Indeed, in average, στ1km

increases with τc and ρτ, as expected.10

Figure 8 is the same as Fig. 5 for different effective diameters: Deff = 9.95µm (cir-
rus 3), Deff = 20.09 µm (cirrus 6) and Deff = 40.58 µm (cirrus 7). The figure shows that
∆εeff and ∆τeff decrease with the increase in Deff (except at 8.65 µm where $0 in-
creases between Deff = 9.95 µm and 20.09 µm). Indeed, $0 increases with Deff (ex-
cept at 8.65 µm) and leads to a decrease of the absorption and, thus, of the PPA.15

The impact of the effective diameter on ∆εeff and ∆τeff is particularly marked for the
band at 12.05 µm where the absorption of ice crystals decreases strongly between
Deff = 9.95µm (cirrus 3) and Deff = 40.58 µm (cirrus 7).

In addition, we estimated the heterogeneity effects on the retrieved ice crystal effec-
tive diameters (∆Deff1km) for the three Deff. On average, ∆Deff1km ∼ +3 µm for cirrus 320

(Deff = 9.95 µm) and 6 (Deff = 20.09 µm). Thus, there is no a significant increase of het-
erogeneity effects on retrieved effective diameters between these two effective sizes.
For cirrus 7 (Deff = 40.58 µm), there is no real tendency (∆Deff1km ∼ ±0 µm) due to the
saturation of the SWT. Indeed, as notice above, effective diameters close to 40 µm lead
to weak brightness temperature differences. This is illustrated in Fig. 2 where the am-25

plitude of arches, and thus the sensitivity, decreases with the increase of the effective
diameter.
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3.2 Heterogeneity effects due to optical and microphysical property variabilities

As presented in Sect. 2.2, we use the parametrization developed by Baran et al. (2009);
Baran (2012); Baran et al. (2013) to simulate a three-dimensional heterogeneous cloud
optical property field from the 3-D distribution of the (IWC; temperature) couple. During5

the CIRCLE-2 campaign, values of IWC were measured and can be used, by combina-
tion with a mid-latitude summer temperature profile, to generate a realistic 3-D optical
property field for the simulation of the cirrus (CII-1 and CII-2 cirrus). In addition, to com-
pare with the previous cirrus, the cirrus CII-3 was generated from the cloudy field of the
CIRCLE-2 cirrus but with the same optical properties than cirrus 8.10

Figure 9 presents the impact of cirrus heterogeneities on the retrieved effective emis-
sivity ∆εeff and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff as a function of the standard
deviation of the optical thickness στ1km

for cirrus CII-1, CII-2 and CII-3. ∆εeff and ∆τeff
are very close for the three cirrus, but we can see some slight differences as a function
of the band. Indeed, at 8.65 µm, ∆εeff and ∆τeff are smaller for the CII-3 cirrus than for15

the two others cirrus. At 10.60 µm, this difference is close to zero. At 12.05 µm, ∆εeff
and ∆τeff are larger for the CII-3 cirrus than for CII-1 and CII-2 cirrus. This effect is due
to the variability of optical properties for cirrus CII-1 and cirrus CII-2. Indeed, cirrus CII-
3 contains only aggregate crystals of effective diameter Deff = 9.95 µm resulting from
the model of Yang et al. (2001, 2005) while cirrus CII-1 and CII-2 contain crystal of20

various sizes. For CII-3 cirrus, small crystals have a single scattering albedo maximum
at 8.65 µm, leading to a lower PPA bias. At 12.05 µm, as small particles are more ab-
sorbent in this band, the PPA is larger. Concerning the CII-1 cirrus, corresponding to
the cirrus observed during the CIRCLE-2 campaign, the average error on the effective
emissivity is in the limit of the method sensibility (Garnier et al., 2012) of about 0.03 in25

absolute value.
To study heterogeneity effects on the retrieved ice crystals effective diameters for

CII-1 and CII-2 cirrus, we compare effective diameters Deff3D1km and Deff1D1km re-
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trieved from BT3D1km and BT1D1km respectively. Deff3D1km and τeff3D1km represents
the cloud optical properties resulting of a 3-D radiative transfer through a heteroge-
neous atmosphere (BT3D1km). The differences ∆Deff1km = Deff3D1km −Deff1D1km and
∆τeff 1km = τeff3D1km − τeff1D1km correspond, therefore, to the heterogeneity effects on
the retrieval of Deff3D1km and τeff 1km. For these two cirrus, the optical properties5

are heterogeneneous. Therefore, we represent in Fig. 10a ∆Deff1km as a function of
Deff3D1km and in Fig. 10b ∆τeff 1km as a function of τeff3D1km. We see that ∆Deff1km
and ∆τeff 1km increase, in absolute value, with Deff3D1km and τeff3D1km respectively.
The Table 2, summarizes the optical properties retrieved by IIR during CIRCLE-2
and those retrieved from our simulations as well as the estimated heterogeneity ef-10

fects. First of all, for cirrus CII-1, possessing the characteristics of the cirrus observed
during the CIRCLE-2 campaign, the average value of the retrieved effective diame-
ter Deff3D1km ∼ 38.9 µm and the mean effective optical thickness τeff3D1km ∼ 0.40 at
12.05 µm are close to those retrieved from the IIR measurements along the track of
CALIOP / CALIPSO (without underlying liquid water cloud) of Deff IIR = 44.2 µm and15

τIIR = 0.41. There is, thus, a good agreement between optical properties retrieved by
the IIR operational algorithm during the CIRCLE-2 campaign and those retrieved with
our simulations. The mean error due to heterogeneity effects is approximately 5.1 µm
(13 %) on the retrieved effective diameter and approximately −0.02, (5 %) on the effec-
tive optical thickness. In average, these relative errors due to heterogeneity effects are,20

thus, weak comparing to the incertitude estimate by Dubuisson et al. (2008) for the IIR
retrieval (10 % to 25 % on Deff1km and 10 % on τeff1km

). However, at the scale of the ob-
servation pixel, some values can reach more than 40 % on the effective diameter and
15 % on the effective optical thickness, which is quite significant. Furthermore, errors
due to cloud heterogeneities increase with the IWC or the cirrus mean optical thick-25

ness, as for cirrus CII-2, having an IWC twice as big as cirrus CII-1, ∆Deff1km ∼ 9.7 µm,

(20 % in relative) and ∆τeff1km
∼ −0.05 (7 % in relative).

8791

http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net
http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net/7/8777/2014/amtd-7-8777-2014-print.pdf
http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net/7/8777/2014/amtd-7-8777-2014-discussion.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


AMTD
7, 8777–8816, 2014

Cirrus
heterogeneities on

thermal infrared
optical properties

T. Fauchez et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

3.3 Influence of the vertical variability of optical properties

To know the influence of the vertical variability of cirrus optical properties (σe, $0 and
g) in the retrieval errors, we compare, for the CII-2 cirrus, cloud products retrieved
from BT1D1km with vertically heterogeneous columns with those retrieved for vertically
homogeneous columns obtained after a vertical averaging of the IWC.5

Figures 11 show the effects of the vertical heterogeneity of the optical properties on
the effective emissivity (a, b and c) and on the effective optical thickness (d, e and f)
with εeff1Dhe and τeff1Dhe the effective emissivity and the effective optical thickness,
respectively, estimated from vertically heterogeneous cloudy columns and εeff1D and
τeff1D from vertically homogeneous cloudy columns as a function of the standard de-10

viation of the optical thickness στ1km
, for the three IIR channels. Differences between

retrieved products estimated from vertically heterogeneous and homogeneous cloudy
columns are significantly weaker than those due to 3-D heterogeneities (horizontal
and vertical heterogeneities). Furthermore, contrary to 3-D heterogeneity effects ∆εeff
and ∆τeff, the differences (εeff1Dhe−εeff1D) and (τeff1Dhe−τeff1D) are positives. These15

effects are particular to our simulations, where vertical heterogeneities tend thus to
smooth the heterogeneity effects. These observations can be explained with Fig. 12
representing the vertical profiles of the optical properties of cirrus CII-2 in the vertically
heterogeneous case (red curves) an the vertically homogeneous case (black lines) af-
ter vertical averaging of the couple (IWC; Temperature) using the parametrization of20

Baran et al. (2009); Baran (2012); Baran et al. (2013). By this way, values of the ver-
tically homogeneous case are different to the average of the optical coefficients of the
vertically heterogeneous case: $0 of the vertically homogeneous case is larger than
the vertical averaging of the heterogeneous case for bands at 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm.
In addition, g of the vertically homogeneous case is larger than the average of the25

vertically heterogeneous case in the three bands. Consequently, the cirrus is less ab-
sorbent in the vertically homogeneous case and thus the effective emissivities and
effective optical thicknesses are weaker. This vertical variability of optical properties,
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for the cirrus CII-2, impact the retrieval of the effective diameter of, on average, 4 µm
(figure not presented here).

4 Other sources of uncertainty

We show in the previous sections that heterogeneity effects can be an important source
of errors on the retrieved optical properties. To compare its importance on the retrieved5

cloud parameters with regard to other sources of possible errors for IIR measurements,
we test the impact of an incertitude of 1 K on the surface temperature and on the atmo-
spheric temperature profile measurements. This error corresponds to that estimated
by Garnier et al. (2012). Figure 13a shows the error on the retrieved effective diame-
ter ∆Deff1D and Fig. 13b the error on the retrieved effective optical thickness ∆τeff1D10

according to τeff1D for cirrus with a top altitude of 6 km, 8 km, 10 km and 12 km. The
retrieval of the effective diameter and optical thickness is performed using the SWT
for 1-D radiative transfer simulations. We can see that ∆Deff1D are less than 2.5 µm
(25%) and ∆τeff1D less than 0.16 (5%). By comparison, these errors are in the IIR re-
trieval uncertainty of 10–25 % for Deff and about 10% for τeff (Dubuisson et al., 2008).15

In addition, they are significantly weaker than those being able to be reached by cloud
heterogeneity effects (more than 50% for Deff and 10% to 15% for τeff). In Fig. 13a, we
see that the more the optical thickness of the cirrus and/or its top altitude increases,
the less the error of 1 K on the temperature of surface affects the effective diameters.
In Fig. 13b, the error on the atmospheric temperature profile increases with the optical20

thickness of the cirrus because its emissivity increases and therefore the impact of the
temperature.

Fauchez et al. (2014) show that the cloud top altitude and geometrical thickness sig-
nificantly influence the heterogeneity effects because the brightness temperature con-
trast between the surface and the cloud top increases with the cloud top altitude and de-25

creases with the vertical extension for a constant cloud top (as the cloud base is closer
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to the surface). For retrieved cloud products, the effective emissivity is independent of
the cloud altitude and geometrical thickness, their impacts on the retrieval is weak.

5 Summary and conclusions

In this paper, we discussed on the impact of cirrus heterogeneity effects on the retrieval
of cloud parameters from thermal infrared radiometric measurements from space. We5

have been focused on the IIR radiometer for which the operational algorithm estimates
the cirrus effective emissivity, the effective optical thickness and the ice crystal effective
diameter of the observation pixel. We show that errors due to the cirrus heterogeneity
effects on the effective emissivity and the effective optical thickness are well correlated
to the sub-pixel optical thickness standard deviation στ1km

and increase, in average, with10

the optical thickness τ1km. These errors are greater than the precision of the retrieval
method (∆εeff ∼ 0.03) for στ1km

∼1, corresponding also to the value from which, het-
erogeneity effects on brightness temperatures become larger than the IIR instrumental
accuracy of 1 K (Fauchez et al., 2014).

Our results are summarized in Table 3. Heterogeneity effects for three effective di-15

ameters are compared with the retrieval errors due to the vertical inhomogeneity of
optical properties and with the impact of an error of 1 K, corresponding to the IIR accu-
racy, on the atmospheric temperature profile and on the surface temperature. Results
are shown for pixels with στ1km

= 1 (medium heterogeneity) and 2 (large heterogene-
ity). The most important errors on the cloud optical property retrieval concern those20

due to the sub-pixel heterogeneity of the optical thickness, in particular for the small-
est crystals (∆Deff1km = 2.5 µm (∼ 25%) and ∆τeff 1km = −0.20 (∼ 12%) for στ1km

= 1).
Indeed, the absorption is larger for small crystals and, thus, the PPA bias greater. For
Deff = 40.58 µm, the crystal optical properties in the three channels converge to similar
values leading to a slight brightness temperature differences between channels and,25

thus, to a decrease of the retrieval accuracy. Other possible sources of errors discussed
in this paper are the vertical inhomogeneity of the optical properties, an error of 1 K on
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the surface temperature or atmospheric temperature profile. They are all smaller than
the IIR retrieval errors (Dubuisson et al., 2008). The influence of these parameters ap-
pears, thus, negligible regarding those relating to optical thickness heterogeneity and
to the IIR retrieval incertitude.

The impact of cirrus heterogeneities on the retrieved cloud parameters studied in this5

paper are for a 1 km×1 km spatial resolution. These biases could decrease with the
increase of the spatial resolution of the spatial radiometer. However, photon transport
effects increase with the spatial resolution. Fauchez et al. (2014) estimate that a spa-
tial infrared radiometer with a resolution of 250 m×250 m could significantly reduced
the PPA bias while photon transport effects remain weak. Heterogeneity effects on the10

retrieved cloud products should be estimated for this configuration. This study gives
also ways to potentially correct the heterogeneity errors using the subpixel measure-
ments to estimate στ1km

. Furthermore, differences between heterogeneity effects in the
visible/near-infrared and thermal infrared ranges for different spatial resolutions could
be investigated to estimate their impact on cloud products retrieved using a combina-15

tion of the VNIR/SWIR and IR retrieval methods as that proposed by Cooper et al.
(2007).
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Table 1. Mean cloud properties of the cirrus generated by 3DCLOUD. “CTA” corresponds to
the Cirrus Top Altitude, “OP” corresponds to the optical properties parametrization, with “Yal”
representing the model of ice crystals developed by Yang et al. (2001, 2005) for aggregates ice
crystals and “Bal” represents the parametrization of ice crystals optical properties developed by
Baran et al. (2009, 2013) and Baran (2012), τc is the cloud mean optical thickness, στ the cloud
standard deviation of the optical thickness estimated from the optical thickness of the subpixels
at the scale of 100 m×100 m, ρτ the cloud heterogeneity parameter define as the ratio of στ by
τc and Deff the ice crystal effective diameter.

Cirrus CTA (km) τc στ ρτ Deff (µm) OP

1 7.97 0.45 0.32 0.7 9.95 Yal
2 7.97 0.90 0.63 0.7 9.95 Yal
3 7.97 1.80 1.26 0.7 9.95 Yal
4 7.97 1.80 1.98 1.1 9.95 Yal
5 7.97 1.80 2.70 1.5 9.95 Yal
6 7.97 1.80 1.26 0.7 20.09 Yal
7 7.97 1.80 1.26 0.7 40.58 Yal
8 11.06 0.90 0.63 0.7 9.95 Yal
CIRCLE II 1 11.06 0.41 0.32 0.77 Heterogeneous Bal
CIRCLE II 2 11.06 0.81 0.62 0.77 Heterogeneous Bal
CIRCLE II 3 11.06 0.90 0.63 0.70 9.95 Yal
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Table 2. DeffIIR
and τIIR: averaged effective diameter and optical thickness, respectively, retrieved

by IIR, on the 25 May 2007 during the CIRCLE-2 campaign; Deff3D1km and τ3D1km: averaged
effective diameter and optical thickness, respectively, retrieved for CII-1 and CII-2 cirrus and
∆Deff3D1km and ∆τ3D1km: averaged errors on the effective diameter and optical thickness,
respectively, due to cloud heterogeneities in absolute value and in percentage.

Cirrus DeffIIR
(µm) Deff3D1km (µm) ∆Deff3D1km (µm) τIIR τ3D1km ∆τ3D1km

CII-1 44.2 38.9 5.1 (13 %) 0.41 0.40 −0.02 (−5 %)
CII-2 – 48.7 9.7 (20 %) – 0.74 −0.05 (−7 %)
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Table 3. Averaged errors on the retrieved cirrus optical properties due to: the 3-D cloud hetero-
geneity for three ice crystal effective diameters (columns 3, 4 and 5); due to the vertical het-
erogeneity of optical properties (Vert. hetero., column 6) with 1Dvhe and 1Dvho representing the
1-D radiative transfer with vertically heterogeneous and homogeneous columns respectively;
due to an incertitude of 1 K on the surface temperature (column 7) and on the temperature
atmospheric profile (column 8) and due to the incertitude of the IIR retrieval (Dubuisson et al.,

2008, column 9). ∆Deff1km
and |∆Deff1km

| correspond to the absolute error in micrometers and to

the relative error in percent, respectively, on the retrieval of the effective diameter; ∆τ1km and

|∆τ1km| correspond to the absolute and relative error in percent, respectively, on the retrieval of
the optical thickness.

Horizontal heterogeneity Others uncertainties
effects as a function Vert. hetero. Surface Atmosphere IIR

of Deff (1Dvhe−1Dvho) 1 K 1 K uncertainty

στ1km
Deff (µm) 40.58 20.09 9.95 48.7 9.95 9.95 –

1 ∆Deff1km
(µm) −0.5 2.0 2.5 2 1 0.2 –

|∆Deff1km
| (%) ∼ 1 ∼ 10 ∼ 25 ∼ 4 ∼ 10 ∼ 2 ∼ 10 to ∼ 25

∆τeff 1km −0.02 −0.10 −0.20 0.03 0.04 0.08 –

|∆τeff 1km| (%) ∼ 1 ∼ 6 ∼ 12 ∼ 4 ∼ 2 ∼ 4 ∼ 10

2 ∆Deff1km
(µm) 1 3 3 2 – – –

|∆Deff1km
| (%) ∼ 3 ∼ 15 ∼ 40 ∼ 4 – – ∼ 10 to ∼ 25

∆τeff 1km −0.10 −0.20 −0.50 0.10 – – –

|∆τeff 1km| (%) ∼ 6 ∼ 12 ∼ 28 ∼ 12 – – ∼ 10
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Fig. 1. Top figures: Cirrus generated from realistic meteorological conditions (Starr & Cox, 1986; Hogan &

Kew, 2005) with (a) the 10 km × 10 km optical thickness field simulated at 12.05 µm with a horizontal spatial

resolution of 100 m and (b) the x-z view of the cirrus IWC with a vertical spatial resolution of 58 m. Bottom

figures: CII cirrus generated from measurements of the cirrus observed during the CIRCLE-2 campaign the 25

may 2007: (c) the 20 km × 20 km optical thickness field at 12.05 µm with a horizontal spatial resolution of

100 m and with a mean optical thickness τc = 0.41 observed by IIR at 12.05 µm and (d) represents the x-z

view of the cirrus IWC with a vertical resolution of 58 m.

20

Figure 1. Top figures: cirrus generated from realistic meteorological conditions (Starr and Cox,
1986; Hogan and Kew, 2005) with (a) the 10 km×10 km optical thickness field simulated at
12.05 µm with a horizontal spatial resolution of 100 m and (b) the x–z view of the cirrus IWC with
a vertical spatial resolution of 58 m. Bottom figures: CII cirrus generated from measurements
of the cirrus observed during the CIRCLE-2 campaign the 25 may 2007: (c) the 20 km×20 km
optical thickness field at 12.05 µm with a horizontal spatial resolution of 100 m and with a mean
optical thickness τc = 0.41 observed by IIR at 12.05 µm and (d) represents the x–z view of the
cirrus IWC with a vertical resolution of 58 m.
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Fig. 2. Brightness Temperatures Differences (BTD) as a function of the 12.05 µm BT (BT12) for eight effec-

tive diameters Deff and different optical thickness between 0 to 50 at 12.05 µm. (a) BTD10−12 between

10.60 µm− 12.05 µm channels, (b) BTD8−12 between 8.65 µm− 12.05 µm channels, (c) BTD8−10 be-

tween 8.65 µm− 10.60 µm channels,
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Figure 2. Brightness Temperatures Differences (BTD) as a function of the 12.05 µm BT (BT12)
for eight effective diameters Deff and different optical thickness between 0 to 50 at 12.05 µm.
(a) BTD10–12 between 10.60µm−12.05 µm channels, (b) BTD8–12 between 8.65µm−12.05 µm
channels, (c) BTD8–10 between 8.65µm−10.60 µm channels.

8805

http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net
http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net/7/8777/2014/amtd-7-8777-2014-print.pdf
http://www.atmos-meas-tech-discuss.net/7/8777/2014/amtd-7-8777-2014-discussion.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


AMTD
7, 8777–8816, 2014

Cirrus
heterogeneities on

thermal infrared
optical properties

T. Fauchez et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

245 250 255 260 265 270 275 280 285 290

0

5

10

15

B
T

D
8−

12
 (

K
)

BT
12.05 µm

 (K)

 

 
D

eff
=1 µm

D
eff

=5 µm

D
eff

=10 µm

D
eff

=20 µm

D
eff

=30 µm

D
eff

=40 µm

D
eff

=60 µm

D
eff

=80 µm

245 250 255 260 265 270 275 280 285 290
0

10
20
30
40
50

τ 12
.0

5 
µm

BT
12.05 µm

 (K)

D
eff

1D
1km

; τ 1D
1km

D
eff

3D
1km

; τ 3D
1km

∆τ
Heterogeneity
effects

∆D
eff

∆D
eff

 + ∆τ

Fig. 3. Top panel: Brightness Temperature Differences between 8.65 µm and 12.05 µm (BTD12−8) as a

function of the Brightness Temperature at 12.05 µm (BT12). The red arrow shows an example of effective

diameter Deff1D1km and optical thickness τ1D1km retrieved in 1D without heterogeneity effects and the

blue arrow shows the corresponding effective diameter Deff3D1km and optical thickness τ3D1km retrieved

with heterogeneity effects. Heterogeneity effects ∆Deff and ∆τ lead to an overestimation of the effective

diameter and to an underestimaton of the optical thickness respectively. At each point of the arches correspond

an optical thickness represented in the bottom pannel, with τ12.05 µm the optical thickness at 12.05 µm.

22

Figure 3. Top panel: Brightness Temperature Differences between 8.65 µm and 12.05 µm
(BTD12–8) as a function of the Brightness Temperature at 12.05 µm (BT12). The red arrow
shows an example of effective diameter Deff1D1km and optical thickness τ1D1km retrieved in
1-D without heterogeneity effects and the blue arrow shows the corresponding effective diame-
ter Deff3D1km and optical thickness τ3D1km retrieved with heterogeneity effects. Heterogeneity
effects ∆Deff and ∆τ lead to an overestimation of the effective diameter and to an underesti-
maton of the optical thickness respectively. At each point of the arches correspond an optical
thickness represented in the bottom pannel, with τ12.05µm the optical thickness at 12.05 µm.
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Fig. 4. Variation of the effective emissivity as a function of the effective optical thickness at 12.05 µm estimated

in 1D at the spatial resolution of 100 m for the three IIR channels and for cloudy pixels belonging to cirrus 1

to 5. τeff represents the effective optical thickness corresponding to the averaged effective emissivity εeff ,

τeff represents the averaged effective optical thickness and εeff its correspondent effective emissivity. The

mathematical formulation of the PPA due to the Jensen inequality is expressed by: εeff < εeff (τeff ).
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Figure 4. Variation of the effective emissivity as a function of the effective optical thickness
at 12.05 µm estimated in 1-D at the spatial resolution of 100 m for the three IIR channels and
for cloudy pixels belonging to cirrus 1 to 5. τeff represents the effective optical thickness corre-
sponding to the averaged effective emissivity εeff, τeff represents the averaged effective optical
thickness and εeff its correspondent effective emissivity. The mathematical formulation of the
PPA due to the Jensen inequality is expressed by: εeff < εeff(τeff).
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Fig. 5. Error on the effective emissivity ∆εeff ((a), (b) and (c)) and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff

((d), (e) and (f)) at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively, as a function of the optical thickness

standard deviation στ1km
for cirrus 1 (τc = 0.45, ρτ = 0.7), 2 (τc = 0.90, ρτ = 0.7), 3 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 0.7),

4 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.1) and 5 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.5) with Deff = 9.95 µm for the five cirrus. The black lines

correspond to the IIR operational algorithm uncertainty on the effective emissivity.
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Fig. 6. Microphysical index differences ∆MI12/8 (a) and ∆MI12/10 (b) as a function of the standard deviation

of the optical thickness στ1km
for cirrus 1 (τc = 0.45, ρτ = 0.7), 2 (τc = 0.90, ρτ = 0.7), 3 (τc = 1.80, ρτ =

0.7), 4 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.1) and 5 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.5) with Deff = 9.95 µm for the five cirrus.
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Figure 5. Error on the effective emissivity ∆εeff (a–c) and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff
(d–f) at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively, as a function of the optical thickness
standard deviation στ1km

for cirrus 1 (τc = 0.45, ρτ = 0.7), 2 (τc = 0.90, ρτ = 0.7), 3 (τc = 1.80,
ρτ = 0.7), 4 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.1) and 5 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.5) with Deff = 9.95 µm for the five cir-
rus. The black lines correspond to the IIR operational algorithm uncertainty on the effective
emissivity.
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Fig. 5. Error on the effective emissivity ∆εeff ((a), (b) and (c)) and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff

((d), (e) and (f)) at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively, as a function of the optical thickness

standard deviation στ1km
for cirrus 1 (τc = 0.45, ρτ = 0.7), 2 (τc = 0.90, ρτ = 0.7), 3 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 0.7),

4 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.1) and 5 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.5) with Deff = 9.95 µm for the five cirrus. The black lines

correspond to the IIR operational algorithm uncertainty on the effective emissivity.
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Fig. 6. Microphysical index differences ∆MI12/8 (a) and ∆MI12/10 (b) as a function of the standard deviation

of the optical thickness στ1km
for cirrus 1 (τc = 0.45, ρτ = 0.7), 2 (τc = 0.90, ρτ = 0.7), 3 (τc = 1.80, ρτ =

0.7), 4 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.1) and 5 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.5) with Deff = 9.95 µm for the five cirrus.
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Figure 6. Microphysical index differences ∆MI12/8 (a) and ∆MI12/10 (b) as a function of the
standard deviation of the optical thickness στ1km

for cirrus 1 (τc = 0.45, ρτ = 0.7), 2 (τc = 0.90,
ρτ = 0.7), 3 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 0.7), 4 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.1) and 5 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.5) with Deff =
9.95 µm for the five cirrus.
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for cirrus 1 (τc = 0.45, ρτ = 0.7), 2 (τc = 0.90, ρτ = 0.7), 3 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 0.7),

4 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.1) and 5 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.5) with Deff = 9.95 µm for the five cirrus. Effective

diameters are estimated using the Split Window Technique.
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Figure 7. Error on the retrieved effective diameter ∆Deff1km as a function of the standard de-
viation of the optical thickness στ1km

for cirrus 1 (τc = 0.45, ρτ = 0.7), 2 (τc = 0.90, ρτ = 0.7), 3
(τc = 1.80, ρτ = 0.7), 4 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.1) and 5 (τc = 1.80, ρτ = 1.5) with Deff = 9.95 µm for
the five cirrus. Effective diameters are estimated using the Split Window Technique.
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Fig. 8. Error on the effective emissivity ∆εeff ((a), (b) and (c)) and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff

((d), (e) and (f)) at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively, as a function of the optical thickness

standard deviation στ1km
for three indentical cirrus fields but for different ice crystal effective diameters: cirrus

3 (Deff = 9.95 µm), cirrus 6 (Deff = 20.09 µm) et cirrus 7 (Deff = 40.58 µm) with τc = 1.80 and ρτ =

0.7 for the three cirrus.
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Figure 8. Error on the effective emissivity ∆εeff (a–c) and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff
(d–f) at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively, as a function of the optical thickness
standard deviation στ1km

for three indentical cirrus fields but for different ice crystal effective
diameters: cirrus 3 (Deff = 9.95 µm), cirrus 6 (Deff = 20.09 µm) et cirrus 7 (Deff = 40.58 µm) with
τc = 1.80 and ρτ = 0.7 for the three cirrus.
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Fig. 9. Error on the effective emissivity ∆εeff ((a), (b) and (c)) and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff

((d), (e) and (f)) at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively, as a function of the optical thickness

standard deviation στ1km
for cirrus CII-1, CII-2 and CII-3.
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Fig. 10. (a) Error on the retrieved effective diameter ∆Deff1km as a function of the effective diameter

Deff3D1km and (b) error on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff 1km as a function of the effective opti-

cal thickness τeff3D1km for cirrus CII-1 et CII-2.
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Figure 9. Error on the effective emissivity ∆εeff (a–c) and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff
(d–f) at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively, as a function of the optical thickness
standard deviation στ1km

for cirrus CII-1, CII-2 and CII-3.
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Fig. 9. Error on the effective emissivity ∆εeff ((a), (b) and (c)) and on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff

((d), (e) and (f)) at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively, as a function of the optical thickness

standard deviation στ1km
for cirrus CII-1, CII-2 and CII-3.
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Figure 10. (a) Error on the retrieved effective diameter ∆Deff1km as a function of the effective
diameter Deff3D1km and (b) error on the effective optical thickness ∆τeff 1km as a function of the
effective optical thickness τeff3D1km for cirrus CII-1 et CII-2.
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Fig. 11. Effective emissivity differences ((a), (b), (c)) between εeff1Dhe and εeff1D and effective opti-

cal thickness differences ((d), (e), (f)) between τeff1Dhe and τeff1D retrieved from radiances calculated in

the case of vertically heterogeneous and vertically homogeneous cloudy columns respectively as a function of

the standard deviation of the optical thickness στ1km
for cirrus CII-2 for bands at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and

12.05 µm respectively.
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Figure 11. Effective emissivity differences (a–c) between εeff1Dhe and εeff1D and effective opti-
cal thickness differences (d–f) between τeff1Dhe and τeff1D retrieved from radiances calculated
in the case of vertically heterogeneous and vertically homogeneous cloudy columns respec-
tively as a function of the standard deviation of the optical thickness στ1km

for cirrus CII-2 for
bands at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm respectively.
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Fig. 12. (a), (b) et (c): vertical variation of the mean extinction coefficient σe; (d), (e) et (f): vertical variation

of the mean single scattering albedo ̟0; (g), (h) et (i): vertical variation of the assymetry factor g for the three

IIR channels at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm for cirrus CII-2. Vertical black lines correspond to the

mean value of the optical coefficient obtained after vertical averaging of the IWC.
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Figure 12. (a–c): Vertical variation of the mean extinction coefficient σe; (d–f): vertical variation
of the mean single scattering albedo $0; (g–i): vertical variation of the assymetry factor g for
the three IIR channels at 8.65 µm, 10.60 µm and 12.05 µm for cirrus CII-2. Vertical black lines
correspond to the mean value of the optical coefficient obtained after vertical averaging of the
IWC.
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Fig. 13. Errors on the (a) retrieved effective diameter ∆Deff1D and (b) on the effctive optical thickness

∆τeff1D as a function of τeff1D due to an error of +1 K on the surface temperature (Tsurf +1) and +1 K on

the atmospheric temperature profile (Tatm +1) for cirrus with top altitudes of 6 km, 8 km, 10 km and 12 km.
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Figure 13. Errors on the (a) retrieved effective diameter ∆Deff1D and (b) on the effctive optical
thickness ∆τeff1D as a function of τeff1D due to an error of +1 K on the surface temperature
(Tsurf +1) and +1 K on the atmospheric temperature profile (Tatm +1) for cirrus with top altitudes
of 6 km, 8 km, 10 km and 12 km.
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