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Abstract.

e-Providing reliable
observations of aerosol particles absorption properties at spatial and temporal resolutions suited to climate models is of utter

to better understand the effects that atmospheric particles have on
climate. Nowadays, one of the instruments most widely used instruments-for-BC-and-absorption-measurements-in international

monitoring networks for in-situ surface measurements of light absorption properties of atmospheric acrosol particles is the dual-
spot aethalometer, AE33;-+which-. The AE33 derives the absorption coefficients of aerosol particles at 7 different wavelengths
from the measurements of eptical-attenuation-the optical attenuation of light through a filter where particles are continuously
collected. An accurate determination of the absorption eeefficientcoefficients from AE33 instrument relies on the quantification
of the non-linear processes related to the eoHeetion-of sampte-sample collection on the filter. The multiple-scattering correction
factor (CY)), which depends on the filter tape used and on the optical properties of the collected particles, is the parameter
with-that showed both the greatest uncertainty and the greatest impact on the absorption coefficients derived from the AE33
measyrements.

An-Here we present an in-depth analysis of the AE33 multiple-scattering correction factor C and its wavelength depen-
dence for different-two different and widely used filter tapes, +-e—the-oldmostreferenced-known-asnamely: the old, and
most referenced, TFE-coated glassand-the-eurrent-, or M8020, filter tape and the currently, and most widely usedM8660, has
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-M8060 filter tape. For this analysis, we compared the
attenuation measurements from AE33 with the absorption measurementsfrom-coefficients measured with different filter-based

techniques. Online co-located multi-angle absorption photometer (MAAP) measurements and offline PP_UniMI polar pho-
tometer measurements were used-with-this-aim—We-employed as reference absorption measurements for this work. To this aim,
we used data from three different measurement stations located in North-East of Spain, namely: an urban background station
(Barcelona; BCN), a regional background station (Montseny; MSY) and a mountain-top station (Montsec d’ Ares; MSA). The
median C values (at 637 nm) measured at the three stations ranged between 2.29 (at BCN and MSY; lowest 5th percentile
of 1.97 and highest 95th percentile of 2.68) and 2.51 (at MSA; lowest 5th percentile of 2.06 and highest 95th percentile of

3.06). The Efactor-was—wavelength-dependent-only—at-the-meountain-top-station—whereas—at-the-urban-and-regional-stations

e—ountain atton;hese re—the—wavelenpsth-depe

Angstrom-Exponent(AAE)-of 12%-The-analysis of the cross-sensitivity to scattering for different-filter-tapes-the two filter
tapes considered here, revealed a large increase of the C factorat-the-three-stations-, up to a 3-fold increase above the average
values, when the single scattering albedo (SSA) of the collected particles was above a given threshold. The SSA threshold
seemed to be site-dependent and ranged between 0.90 -0:95;-with-up-to-a-3-fold-inerease-above-the-average-values—The result
to 0.95 for the stations herein considered. The results of the cross-sensitivity to scattering displayed a fitted constant multiple
scattering parameter, Cy, of 2.21 and 1.96 and a cross-sensitivity factor, mg, of 0.8% and 1.7% for MSY and MSA stations, re-
spectively, for the TFE-coated glass filter tape. For the M8060 filter tape, C¢ of 2.50, 1.96, 1.82 and a-mg of 0.7%,1.5%, 2.7%,
for BCN, MSY and MSA stations, respectively, were obtained. Variations of SSA also influenced the spectral dependence of

the C which showed an increase with wavelength when SSA was above the site-dependent threshold. Below the SSA threshold,
no statistically significant dependence of the C with wavelength was observed. For the measurement stations considered here,
the wavelength-dependence of C was in part driven by the presence of dust particles during Saharan dust outbreaks that had
the potential to increase the SSA above the average values. At the mountain station, neglecting the wavelength dependence of
the C factor led to an underestimation of the Absorption Angstrém Exponent (AAE) up to a 12%, Differences in the absorption

coefficient determined from AE33 measurements at BCN, MSY and MSA of around a 35-40 % can be expected when using

the site-dependent C determined experimentally instead of the nominal C value. Due to the fundamental role that the SSA of

the particles collected on the filter tape has on the multiple scattering parameter C, we present here a methodology that allows
to recognize the conditions upon which the use of a constant and wavelength independent C is feasible.

1 Introduction

Atmospheric aerosol particles play an important role on the Earth’s radiative balance directly by scattering and absorbing solar
and terrestrial radiation and indirectly by acting as cloud condensation nuclei. Large uncertainties still exist on the effects

that atmospheric particles have on climate (?). In fact, the aerosol-radiation interaction depends on aerosol properties such as
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aerosol size distribution, mixing state, and refractive index, among others (e.g. ?). Furthermere;no-standardreference-material
istsfort tbrati i 3 rtieles-opti tes-Globally, aerosols have helped to

reduce the warming effect from greenhouse gases because of their net cooling effect on climate (?). However, this influence is
likely to be reduced over the coming decades as air pollution measures are implemented around the world (?), as it is already the
case in parts of Europe and North America (?). Therefore, in order to properly constrain global models, it is necessary to better
characterize the atmospheric absorption by aerosols from observations. Among the atmospheric aerosols, black carbon (BC),
stands out as phenomenologically different, being the most efficient light absorbing aerosol component and being responsible
for the second most important contribution to positive climate forcing after carbon dioxide (?). However, there are still large

uncertainties related to the radiative forcing of BC particles. In fact, the climate forcing potential of BC is influenced by BC

aerosol particles is also driven by specific organic compounds (e.g. from incomplete combustion, biomass smoldering, and
secondary and biogenic sources) often referred to as Brown Carbon (BrC) and by mineral dust (e.g. ?). Unlike BC, which
absorbs radiation in a wide range of wavelengths (from UV to infrared) with a wavelength independent refractive index, BrC
and mineral dust refractive index increases at shorter wavelengths, close to the UV range (?????). Therefore, having at disposal

accurate absorption measurement techniques is crucial to determine particles light absorption which can afterwards be used in

climate projections (??). Moreover, there is also the need of standard aerosol particles to use as reference for quality assurance

of absorption measurements such as the recently developed flame-generated soot ?.
There are three main approaches in the literature to determine aerosol particles light absorption: by measuring the suspended

particles in a cell, e.g. with photo-thermal interferometry or photo-acoustic techniques, and by either on-line or off-line filter-
based photometer methods (e.g., ???????). Among the indirect methods for measuring absorption, the “subtraction method”,
which does not rely on a filter, calculates the absorption from the difference between extinction and scattering by suspended
particles (?). However, this method can lead to large errors at large single scattering albedo (SSA) values when the extinction
is dominated by scattering (?). On-line measurement methodologies based on particle suspension, such as the photo-acoustic
spectroscopy (PAS) (?), have the advantage of measuring directly the absorption by particles suspended in a sampling cell
avoiding filter-based artifacts. However, in the case of photo-acoustic spectroscopy measurements, the heating of the sample
and the evaporation of coating materials on the sample may lead to higher detection limit and artifacts impairing the measure-
ment accuracy (??). The photo-thermal interferometry (PTI) is an absorption measurement technique originally developed for
measurements of trace gases that has also been applied to aerosol measurements (??). However, the aforementioned techniques
have so far proved difficult to deploy in a field setting thus limiting their broader use in international measurements networks.
Filter-based instruments (either on-line or off-line) rely on the sampling of aerosol particles collected in a filter matrix and on
the measurement, with a photometer, of the resulting change of light intensity, either on the transmittance (???), or on both
transmittance and reflectance (?). This method is affected by artifacts resulting mainly from the effects that the filter has on the
measurements. Off-line in-house made filter based polar photometers, which measure both transmittance and reflectance, are
deployed at some research centers. Examples are the MWAA (multi-wavelength absorption analyzer) deployed at University

of Genoa (?) and the PP_UniMI polar photometer deployed at University of Milan (??). These methods can perform accurate
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absorption measurements by increasing the number of measuring angles (???) thus allowing an accurate determination of the
filter artifacts.

The main advantage of the on-line filter-based methods is that these techniques are ease of use, allow for unattended oper-
ation, are relatively inexpensive and provide real-time data. For these reasons, these methods are widely used in international
networks such as the Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW, World Meteorological Organization) and the European Research In-
frastructure for the Observation of Aerosol, Clouds and Trace Gases (ACTRIS; www-actrisseawww.actris.eu). The most used
filter-based instruments are the Aethalometer (??), the Particle Soot Absorption Photometer (PSAP, ?), the Continuous Light
Absorption Photometer (CEAP;—2)(CLAP; ?), and the Multi-Angle Absorption Photometer (MAAP, Model 5012, Thermo,
Inc., USA; ?). The measured mass concentration of light absorbing carbonaceous aerosol inferred via optical attenuation of
light is referred to as equivalent BC (eBC; ?). The main artifacts affecting the light absorption measurements of these instru-
ments are the multiple light scattering within the filter, the filter loading effect and the particle scattering correction (???2??).
Algorithms for correcting these artifacts have been applied and their efficacy tested over the years (2?22??).

The filter loading effect consists in the accumulation of particles and the consequent loss of sensitivity of the instrument with
an increasing particle load (????). The cross-sensitivity to scattering is the consequence of the multiple light scattering within
the filter fibers and between particles and fibers, thus it is largely dependent on the single scattering albedo of the deposited
aerosols. For the older Aethalometer model (AE31) the filter loading effect has been thoroughly studied and different methods
for its quantification have been suggested. These methods use for example the discontinuity between the eBC concentration
measurements before and after a filter spot is changed (??) or use the relationship between the eBC concentration and light
attenuation (2??) to correct for filter loading effect. For the AE33 model the loading effect is corrected on-line using the dual-
spot technology (?). In addition, the different physical and chemical properties of the collected particles influence particle
optical properties such as the backscatter fraction and the single scattering albedo (SSA), thus affecting also the multiple
scattering of the collected particles and the filter loading effect (????). Among the on-line filter-based instruments, the Multi
Angle Absorption Photometer (MAAP) uses also the measurements of light scattered by the blank and loaded filter to take into
account for both the loading effect and the aerosol particles multiple scattering. Consequently, the MAAP directly provides
particle absorption coefficients similar to those obtained with other types of instruments (e.g. PAS; ??).

Currently, due to the described limitations of the filter-based photometers and other in-situ methods, no reference technique
for measuring aerosol particles light absorption is available (??). In the multi-wavelength dual-spot Aethalometer (AE33,
Magee Scientific, Aerosol d.o.o. - ?) the loading effect is corrected on-line and, furthermore, the AE33 software directly
implements the use of a correction factor (C) related to the multiple scattering within the filter matrix to convert the measured
attenuation to an absorption coefficient. This C factor is generally assumed a-priori, but it can be experimentally determined
by using independent absorption measurements or by comparisons with other filter photometers(e.g. 2???). For previous filter
tapes and aethalometer versions different values of the multiple scattering parameter have been reported: for the AE31 quartz
filter ? proposed a value of 2.14 which later on was recommended to be 3.5, i.e. larger by a factor of 1.64 (??); for the
AE33 ? found a C of 1.57 for the Pallfex Teflon-coated glass fiber (TFE-coated glass), which, after re-normalization using the

factor 1.64, resulted in C=2.57. Moreover, different experimental C factor values have been obtained ranging between 2.57-
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4.24 (?2???). In addition, these-filters-the quartz filter for the AE31 and the TFE-coated glass filter for the AE33 have been
found to feature a cross-sensitivity to scattering, mg, ranging between 1 and 53% (22??2?). Fe-However, to the best of our

knowledge, so far, no in-situ ambient measurements have been reperted-intiteraturefor-used for a detailed characterization

of the recommended new M8060 filter tapeand-. Moreover, no sensitivity studies of the cross-sensitivity to scattering of the

C factor have been earried-outfor-thisnewfiltertape-eitherreported and only very few studies dealt with the wavelength

dependence of the C for either the previous and the current filter tapes.
The recent comparison between the MAAP and the off-line PP_UniMI polar photometer carried out by ? pointed to a

possible measurement bias of the MAAP absorption coefficients. It is well established that the MAAP, although limited to
one measuring wavelength, is the most accurate filter-based on-line method available for the determination of the absorption
coefficient (????). Therefore, it is often taken as the reference in inter-comparison exercises with other instruments, such as
the AE33 e.g. in 2. The discrepancy between MAAP and PP_UniMI reported by ? was mainly attributed to the value of the
fraction of backscattered radiation set in the MAAP algorithm and directly measured by PP_UniMI thanks-te-the-due to its
high angular resolution which scans the whole scattering plane (resolution of 0.4 degrees in the scattering angle range 0-173°).
? also reported no differences between MAAP and PP_UniMI when the PP_UniMI was used with the same assumptions as
those used in the MAAP (PaM as defined in ?).

The main aim of this study is to characterize the C factor for different filter tapes used in AE33 instruments including the cur-
rently used M8060. To do-this-this aim, we compared the absorption coefficient measurements from the off-line PP_UniMI po-
lar photometer with the on-line MAAP and AE33 measurements performed at three measurement stations (urban background,
regional background and mountain-top stations) in the Western Mediterranean Basin (WMB). As-mentioned;-the-comparison

n-PD 1\ nd-NA-AP
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he-The novelty of this study relies
also in the fact that we studied the seasonal and diel variations of the C factor and explored its cross-sensitivity to scattering
relating it to the physieal-and-optical properties of the collected particles at the three sites. This allowed us to obtain both the
multiple scattering parameter, C¢, and the cross-sensitivity to scattering, mg, constants for the M8060 filter currently used by
the AE33 aethalometers. Moreover, we compared the results for the M8060 filter tape with the previously used TFE-coated
glass filter tape (T60A20, also referred to as M8020) (???) for different background scenarios. As mentioned, the comparison

between PP_UniMI and MAAP was reported in ? where data from BCN and MSY stations were also used to evaluate the
performances of PP_UniMI vs MAAP. One of the main objectives of this study was using the multi-wavelength absorption
coefficient measurements from the off-line polar photometer extrapolated to the seven AE33 measurement wavelengths to
study the wavelength dependence of the AE33 C factor at the three measurement sites.



2 Methodology
155 2.1 Measurement sites

Aerosols measurements were performed at Barcelona (BCN, urban background, 41023,24.01”N,02°6/58.06”E, 80 m a.s.l.),
Montseny (MSY, regional background, 41°46 46" N, 02°21'29"E, 720 m a.s.1.) and Montsec (MSA, mountain-top, 42°03 05" N,
00°43'46"E, 1570 m a.s.1.) monitoring supersites (NE Spain). As shown later, these measurement stations are characterized
by aerosols with different physical and chemical properties that differently influenced the obtained C values. A detailed char-

160 acterization of the three measurement stations can be found in previous works (e.g. 222222-22? for BCN; 22222-222 for MSY;

at a distance of about 5 km from the coast. MSY station is located in a hilly and densely forested area, 50 km to the N-NE of

the Barcelona and 25 km from the Mediterranean coast. MSA station is located in a remote high-altitude emplacement in the
southern side of the Pre-Pyrenees at the Montsec d’ Ares Mountain Range, at 140 km to the NW of Barcelona and 140 km to

165 the WNW of MSY. These supersites are part of the Catalonian Air Quality Monitoring Network and are part of ACTRIS and
GAW networks. Aerosol optical properties at the three sites were measured following standard protocols (WMO/GAW, 2016).

The area of study is characterized by high concentrations of both primary and secondary aerosols, especially in summer

(22??) from diverse emission sources. Anthropogenic emissions from road traffic, industry, agriculture, and maritime shipping,
among others, strongly contribute to the air quality impairment in this region (???). Moreover, the Mediterranean Basin is also

170 highly influenced by natural sources, such as mineral dust from African deserts and smoke from forest fires (2?22??2222222,

among others).
2.2 Aerosol characterization
2.2.1 Aerosol absorption and eBC measurements

The on-line aerosol absorption coefficient, b,ps, was measured at the three sites with a multi angle absorption photome-
175 ter (MAAP -Meodel-5012Thermotne BSA—H(MAAP, Model 5012, Thermo Inc., USA, ?). This instrument derives the ab-
sorption coefficient at 637 nm (?) and eBC concentration using a radiative transfer model from the measurements of transmis-
sion of light through the filter tape and backscattering of light at two different angles. eBE-Black carbon, eBC, and attenuation
measurements, b,,, were also performed with the AE33 multi-wavelengths aethalometer (model AE33, Magee Scientific,
Aerosol d.o.o. ?). The AE33 is based on the measurement at 7 different wavelengths (370, 470, 520, 590, 660, 880, and 950
180 nm) of the transmission of light through two sample spots with different flows and particle loading relative to the reference

spot. It derives the eBC concentration and the attenuation coefficients by applying egs. (1) and (2), respectively, following ?:
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where S is the filter surface area loaded with the sample, F; the volumetric flow of the spot 1, { the lateral airflow leakage,

eBC =

(D

2

0qbs the mass-absorption cross-section, k the loading factor parameter and AATN; the variation of attenuation of light of the
filter tape loaded with the sample of the spot 1, ATN7, during the measurement timestamp At.

The Aethalometer absorption coefficient can be derived by dividing the attenuation coefficient (eq. 2) by the multiple scat-
tering parameter C of the filter tape:
Batn

C

Off-line multi-wavelength particle absorption coefficients were obtained using the PP_UniMI polar photometer (??) mea-
surements on the MAAP filter spots. 85 filter spots collected at BCN in the period October 2018 - June 2019, +23-126 filter spots
collected at MSY between June - December 2018 (?), and +21-122 filter spots collected at MSA between June and November

2018 were analyzed. The time elapsed between the MAAP measurements and the MAAP spots analysis with the PP_UniMI in
Milan varied between one year and one month. Once selected and cut, each MAAP spot was stored in a petri dish in a fridge
and then sent to Milan. We assumed that there were no major particle losses affecting the measured optical properties, although
some volatile compounds could have been evaporated over the period. The PP_UniMI measures the transmitted and scattered

radiation at 4 wavelengths (405, 532, 635 and 780 nm) in a range of scattering angles from 0° to 173° with a resolution down

3)

babs =

to 0.4° and applies a radiative transfer model to derive the absorption coefficients. The PP_UniMI working principle and the
detailed analysis of the inter-comparison between the MAAP and PP_UniMI for different measurement sites, including BCN
and MSY, was reported in 22-?? and in ?. As mentioned before, in these studies no differences were observed between MAAP
and PP_UniMI when the latter was used as a MAAP (PaM), i.e. using a data inversion with similar assumptions as those
performed in the MAAP.

Here we first-obtained-obtain the wavelength dependent attenuation coefficients #27-—by,,, (\) derived exclusively from the
AE33 measurements by multiplying the eBC concentrations provided by the AE33 (eq. 4) by the default wavelength indepen-

dent instrumental filter mse—constant C from the AE33 setup file (1.57 for the TFE-coated glass fiber tape T60A20,
also referred to as M8020; and 1.39 for the M8060 filter tape),

S AATN(A
batni@ = BBOi@ 'O'absi(z\) . O’fﬁnsnwo = FT() : f(ATN7 /\) (4)

where f(AT N, \)is the function which contains all the corrections, i.e. filter loading and leakage, which are performed b
the AE33 for each wavelength (?). Note that the new filter tape M8060 structurally differs from the old filter tape M8020 in

filter fibers material, thickness and density, thus leading to different Cy values (details can be found in the following online
document from Magee Scientific: https://mageesci.com/tape/Magee_Scientific_Filter_Aethalometer_ AE_Tape_Replacement_

discussion.pdf).
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Then, we determined the average and seasonal multiple scattering factor C both as the ratio between the AE33 attenuation
coefficients and the absorption coefficients #2;—b,;s(A) measured by the MAAP and the PP_UniMI (eq. 5), and also by

abs

applying a Deming regression between the AE33 attenuation coefficients and the MAAP absorption coefficients for the overall

average values for each filter tape.

b, batn(N)
CA () = —atn Jutn
T by bavs(N)

®)

This value of the multiple scattering parameter €2-C()) is the value derived from the experimental comparison of different
instruments, contrasting the default instrumental constant value C5557Cy. The data availability at BCN station ranged between
2016 and 2020, at MSY and MSA data was measured from 2013 to 2020. Different AE33 filter tapes were used during these

periods at the three stations as shown in Fig. S1.
2.2.2 Aerosol scattering measurements

On-line particle total scattering (bs;,) and hemispheric backscatter (bys;,) coefficients were measured on-line at the three sites
with LED-based integrating nephelometers (Aurora 3000, ECOTECH Pty +-Ltd, Knoxfield, Australia) operating at three wave-
lengths (450, 525 and 635 nm). Calibration of the nephelometers was performed three times per year using CO32 as span gas
while zero adjusts were performed once per day using internally filtered particle-free air. The RH threshold was set by using a
processor-controlled automatic heater inside the Aurora 3000 nephelometer to ensure a sampling RH of less than 40 % (?). o,
coefficients were corrected for non-ideal illumination of the light source and for truncation of the sensing volumes following

the procedure described in ?.
2.3 Data treatment and conceptual model

The different analyses performed herein were performed considering the absorption coefficients provided either by the MAAP
or the PP_UniMI as reference absorption measurements depending on either time resolution and coverage, or on the measure-
ment availability at several wavelengths. The AE33 and MAAP data (provided with high temporal resolution) were used to
study the seasonal variations and the cross-sensitivity to scattering of the C factor. The AE33 and PP_UniMI data (provided

with low temporal resolution but at different wavelengths) were used to determine the wavelength dependence of the C factor.
2.3.1 Average, seasonal values analysis and cross-sensitivity to scattering analysis

As aforementioned, the seasonal analysis of the C factor, its average values and the study of its cross-sensitivity to scattering
were performed using the long high-time resolution dataset from the MAAP and AE33 measurements at the three measure-
ment sites. For this, we applied eq. (5) using the absorption coefficient from the MAAP and the AE33 attenuation coefficient
extrapolated to the 637 nm wavelength of the MAAP through the Angstrom exponent obtained from the AE33 measurements

at 7 wavelengths.
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The cross-sensitivity to scattering which, as shown later, can strongly affect the C factor values, is neglected in AE33 appli-
cations where it is generally assumed that the measured light attenuation is only due to the absorption of light by the collected
particles (eqs. 1-2). Moreover, it is also generally assumed that the multiple scattering by particles is sample independent, or
constant, and can be taken into account by introducing the multiple scattering correction factor C (?). However, this assumption
is a first approximation, since the attenuation of transmitted light is also due to the scattering of light by the collected particles

(??). Taking this dependence into account and following ? ;-2-and ?, we parameterized the light attenuation coefficient as:

S AATN
batn - F At : f(ATN) + ms - bsp (6)

to obtain the relationship between the absorption, attenuation and scattering coefficients:

bain
babs = C,tf —m: bSP i @)

The cross-sensitivity to scattering, which is denoted by the constant my, is related with m through m = m, /Ct. Here Cs refers

to the filter multiple scattering parameter, that is a value (possibly wavelength dependent) depending-that depends only on filter
properties. If we rearrange eq. (7) by expressing the scattering coefficient through the single scattering albedo, we obtain the
dependence of the absorption as a function of SSA (eq.8)—FeHowing-eq—5;-we-obtain-the-multiple-seattering parameter, Gr;
but-the-effective-Cactually-measured;-Cogris—,_similarly to eq. 17 in 2. The measured multiple parameter, C, affected by the
cross-sensitivity to the-seattering-coefficient;scattering can be expressed as shown in eq. (9).

batn 1
babs =~ 554 (®)
Cy 1 +m- 2 S S =
SSA SSA
C() - C 1 ¢ —_ = C [ 9
221 f( m 1—SSA) R T ®
The effective multiple scattering parameterGCsris-derived-from-the-comparison-of-the, C, depends on the physical properties
of collected particles. By comparing data from different instruments (AE33, MAAP, and nephelometer) and-therefore-includes

e-we were able to parameterize the

cross-sensitivity of the C to scatterin . 8). Eq.9 shows that the actual AE33 cross-sensitivity to scattering is more pro-
nounced when the measured aerosol particles have higher SSAfeg—9), whereas for particles with lower SSA it-beecomes-closer

9.9 converges to eq. £5)3.
By analyzing the dependency of the effective multiple scattering parameter C with the SSA we ean-obtain-the-experimental

constants-of-the-filterproperties-obtained the experimental fit constants (Cr and my) that describe the relationship between C
and SSA. Furthermore, given-that-we will present in Section 3.1 how the cross-sensitivity to scattering of C depends-on-the
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aerosol particle optical properties that strongly depend on aerosol particles size distribution and chemical composition (Figs.
$3-59).

The AE33 data treatment applied to obtain the C seasonality and the cross-sensitivity to scattering included a pre-process
filtering method following the approach suggested in ? and ?. This filtering method consists on setting a threshold value for
the measured attenuation variation, AATN, high enough so that the signal-to-noise ratio is large; herein we have used a fixed
value of 0.01. As can be deduced from eq. (1), the faster the fixed AATN; is reached, the shorter is the period At, implying
therefore a higher eBC concentration value during the same period. The method we employed determines the period at which
the AATN; step was reached and recalculated the eBC concentration for this At. As a consequence of this eBC re-calculation,
we filtered out the noise resulting from very small values close to the detection limit of the instrument while maintaining the
higher eBC values measured without introducing a bias to the measurements as is the case when averaging. With the aim
to study the seasonality of the C factor and its cross-sensitivity to scattering, we averaged bups pr44p and b, coefficients

to match the corresponding AE33 variable timestamp, At¢, which ranged approximately between 3 and 14 min (cf. Fig. S2).
Moreover, the time granularity of the measurements varied between 1 to 5 minutes, depending on the software used for data

logging (see Table S1). Given the length of the measurement periods, we assumed that the AE33 filter tapes considered here

were characterized under a wide range of aerosol particle properties typically observed at the measurement stations and that
the non-simultaneity of AE33 measurements with the two filter tapes did not prevent the comparison between the obtained C.

2.3.2 Wavelength dependence analysis

To study the wavelength dependence of the C factor we compared the absorption coefficients at several wavelengths measured
with the PP_UniMI with the attenuation coefficients obtained from the AE33 (eq. 5). Since the off-line PP_UniMI measure-
ments were performed on the MAAP spots, the AE33-attenuation-coefficients-measured attenuation and scattering coefficients
from AE33 and nephelometer, respectively, were averaged over the timestamp of each one of the selected MAAP spots.
The absorption coefficients from the PP_UniMI were inter/extrapolated to the seven AE33 wavelengths using the absorption
attenuation Angstrom exponent, obtained through a log-log fit from the PP_UniMI absorption measurements.

? reported that the MAAP overestimates the absorption coefficient compared to the PP_UniMI. For BCN and MSY ? re-
ported a MAAP overestimation of 18% and 21%, respectively. By applying the same methodology as in ? we obtained a
difference between MAAP and PP_UniMI for MSA of 19% (Fig. A1) similar to the biases obtained for BCN and MSY. For
this reason, ? also studied the comparison between MAAP and PP_UniMI using for the PP_UniMI data inversion the same
assumptions as those performed in the MAAP (PaM approach) and reported a 1:1 correlation between the two instruments.
Given that most of the aethalometer C values reported in literature were obtained by comparing AE33 attenuation measure-
ments and MAAP absorption measurements, we report here also the median C values obtained comparing the AE33 with the

PP_UniMI (Table S2) and with PaM (Table S3).
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3 Results

305 3.1 Multiple scattering ee
scattering

ionparameter cross-sensitivity to

Here-we-present-the-seasonal-eyele- The cross-sensitivity to scattering of the C factor ealeulated-at-at the three stations was
obtained by analyzing the relationship between the multiple scattering parameter C (at 637 nm) and the measured SSA (eq. 9).

310 The SSA was obtained independently at 637 nm atusing simultaneous MAAP and multiple-wavelength integrating nephelometer
data. C was obtained through eq. (5) from the AE33 attenuation coefficient, extrapolated at 637 nm using the AAE from AE33,
and the MAAP absorption coefficients at 637 nm. The analysis was performed by binning the SSA data using ? criteria, and
then averaging the obtained C values within each SSA bin. Binned data were then fitted following (9) to obtain the experimental

values of both C; and ms.
315 Figure 1 and Table 1 show the results of the fit for BCN, MSY and MSA —Ferthis;—weused—the-AE33-attenuation

ed-to-the MAA P-wavelenoth-of-6 am-and-divided-the—atten ton-byv-the-absorption-rmeastrernen 1

provided-by-the MAAP-teq:5)—for both M8020 and M8060 filter tapes. Moreover, Table 1 compares the C values obtained
here with those reported in literature for the M8020 filter tape. For M8020, we calculated a constant Cy of 2.21 & 0.01 and a
cross-sensitivity to scattering, my, of 1.8 + 0.1 at MSY, and of 1.96 £ 0.02 and 3.4 £ 0.1 % at MSA, For the M8060 filter tape,

320  the fit yielded a multiple scattering constant Cy of 2.50 + 0.02 and a cross-sensitivity to scattering of 1.6 + 0.3 % at BCN, a
Cr of 1.96 + 0.01 and a m; 0f 3.0 + 0.1 % at MSY, and a constant C'y of 1.82 & 0.02 and a m;; 0f 4.9 £ 0.1 % at MSA.

As a consequence of the cross-sensitivity to scattering, we can appreciate in Fig. | a clear increase of C with increasing SSA
with an up to 3-fold increase of C for SSA>0.90-0.95 depending on the station and filter tape considered. The cross-sensitivity.
to_scattering was evident for both filter tapes at the regional (MSY) and mountain (MSA) stations where the probability

325 of measuring SSA higher than 0.90-0.95 was high (57-70% of the data in Fig. 1). Conversely, at the urban site (BCN),
where the SSA was on average lower (127 of SSA data was above 0.90). a low cross-sensitivity to scattering was observed.
This significant increase of the C factor at high SSA, if not accounted for, can lead to a large overestimation of both eBC
concentrations and absorption coefficients from Aethalometer instruments. This effect can have a larger impact at sites where

330 increasing or decreasing trends of SSA have been observed (?). This cross-sensitivity to scattering of the filter explains the
higher C factors obtained on average at these types of sites (Table 1) and suggests the need of using either a site-specific C,
or a C that takes into account the SSA measured by an independent absorption method. Given its impact on the absorption
coefficient, this effect needs to be taken into account for climate studies.

In order to further characterize the observed cross-sensitivity to scattering, we explored how the variations of C with

335 SSA depended on different aerosol particle intensive optical properties, namely AAE (Fig. S3), backscatter fraction (BF;
Fig. $4) and single scattering albedo Angstrom exponent (SSAAE; Fig. S5). We found that large C values, and high SSA.
were often obtained when the sampled aerosol composition was dominated by mineral dust during Saharan dust outbreaks,
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350

Table 1. AE33 multiple scattering parameter C for some measurement stations (included BCN, MSY and MSA) and cross-sensitivity to
scattering for BCN, MSY and MSA station compared to literature values for AE33 TFE-coated glass (M8020). Different approaches, as
aforementioned in Section 3.2, have been used to obtain the factor C. Since the literature values are obtained through either one of the

as demonstrated by the occurrence of negative SSAAE at high SSA. In fact, Saharan dust outbreaks, which are common in

remote (MSA) stations (e.g. Pandolfi et al., 2014a). In prior studies, negative values of the SSAAE have been associated with
an aerosol mixture dominated by mineral dust (???). Moreover, we observed that high C values (for SSA>0.95) were also
associated with AAE values higher than around 1.5 (cf. Fi
collected particles in the UV, consistent with the presence of either dust or brown carbon (BrC) particles (2222?2). Furthermore,
low BF values, indicative of the predominance of large particles, were also on average associated with high C values (cf. Fig.
S4). Note that the dependence of the C vs. SSA on the aforementioned intensive optical properties was not clearly observed
in BCN where, at least for the period under study, local pollution masked the effects of coarse dust particles on the measured
intensive optical properties and on SSA which kept values lower than around 0.90-0.95. The observed dependency of C on
aerosol particle intensive optical properties demonstrated that both particle size distribution and chemical composition can
affect the reported C vs. SSA relationships.

. S3) thus indicating a relatively higher absorption efficiency of the

3.2 Multiple scattering correction factor: Average values and seasonal variation

Here we present the average values and the seasonal cycle of the C factor calculated at 637 nm at BCN, MSY and MSA. We
analyzed the multiple scattering parameter C values through-both-both through a Deming regression, taking into account the

measurement error of the MAAP (212%:)-(12%; ?) and of the AE33 (15%; ??), and by calculating the median value of the C

factor as-theratio-ofthe-AE? enttation-cocthetentand-the MAAP-absorption-meastrements{et—eq—S)In-the er-case;th

12
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Figure 1. Cross-sensitivity to scattering analysis for TFE-coated glass tape (also known as M8020, upper panel) and M8060 filter tape (lower

anel) for BCN (c¢), MSY (a,d) and MSA (b,e) stations obtained by attenuation coefficients from the AE33, absorption coefficients from the

MAAP photometer and scattering coefficients from the integrating nephelometer. Each data point represents the mean, and the vertical bars

the first and third quartile for each bin. Multiple scattering constant, C; and cross-sensitivity to scattering, mg, are determined by fitting eq.

9) to the binned data.

355 density distribution. The uncertainties of the C factor were derived as the-either the methodological error from the regression
slope of the Deming fit, or as the half-width at half maximum (HWHM) of the density distribution of the C factorwhereasin-the
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both the aforementioned methods because both methods have been reported in literature (e.g.

—. We present here the results from

; c.f. Table 1 in this work).
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The density distribution of the C factor obtained from the ratio (with a variable time resolution, as aforementioned in Sect.
2.3.1 her C values (Fig. 2).

The median values of the C factor for the tape M8066-were-2:44-M8020 filter tape were 2.29 + 0:572:23-048, 2.29 &

showed a quasi-Gaussian distribution at the three measurement sites with a small tail toward hi

0:36-and-2:51+0.46, 2.36 £+ 6-71-0.59 for BCN, MSY and MSA, respectively. These values were on average higher-similar or
slightly lower (with differences less than a 7%) compared to the median C values obtained for the FFE-ceated-glass-filtertapes
M8020)-0f-2:20-M8060 filter tape of 2.44 £ 6:48;:-2:29-0.57, 2.23 + 0:46;2:36-0.30, and 2.51 £ 6:59—=see-Table--—Figure
%WW%@MMDemmg regression fit befwem&%E%%#&&eﬂu&&eﬁébmaﬁﬂéMMP

ﬁepe@f—flae«:—a%euk&ed—ﬁﬁ—&n&@ results (Fig. $6) showed C values of 1.99 + 0.02, 2.05 + 0.02, and 2.21 + 0.03 (atBCN MSY
igher for the M8020 which were

Mww@m@%wwc values of 2.20 £ 0.02, 2.13 + 0.01, and 2.05 £ 0.02 were-obtained
for the M8060fikte - Note that the
uncertainties from the Deming regression were mﬂ%w%%ﬁ%ﬁ&mm%mmm
the uncertainties derived as HWHM of the distributions because the Deming regressions were performed using binned data
(cf. Fig. S6). This also was the likely explanation for the lower C values on average obtained with the Deming regression 5
and-that-both-techniques-compared to the median values of the density distribution. The difference of the C values between

both methods ranged between 4-18% depending on the filter tape/measurement station considered (cf. Table 1). However, both
methods were consistent and provided higher C factor for the M8060 than for the THE-coated-glass-M8020 filter tape. The

and MSA, respectively) w

TFhe-values-of-the-CHaetor-Figs. 1 and S7). The C values for the AE33 TFE-coated-glass-M8020 and M8060 filter tapes
obtained at urban background stations in Rome (?) and Leipzig (??) were in the same range as those found in this work for
BCN (Table 1).

Figure 3 shows the seasonal variability of the C factor for the TFE-coated glass and M8060 filter tapes at the three stations.
Overatl-a-We can see the large variability of the obtained C parameters (cf. Fable-Sh-was-observed-Fig. 3) at the three sites
in-all-seasons;-which-was-coherent-with-the-Jarge-range-during all the seasons, consistent with the width of the C factor values
as-shown-by-the-density-distributions-density distribution(Fig. 2) —This-variability-was-obtained-with-the-deseribed-method-in

14
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C

Figure 2. Density distribution of the C factor for each filter type, M8020 and M8060, as obtained through eq. (5) using both attenuation
coefficient from the AE33 and the absorption coefficient from the MAAP. The vertical line represents the median value of each distribution.

An-On average, an increase of C was observed at MSY and MSA in summer (JJA) for both filter tapes. This increase
was likely driven by a greater influence of diurnal processes and the impact of the atmospheric boundary layer (ABL) during
the warm months (also-in-spring-(MAM)-at-MSA)-at-at these two elevated stations and by changes in the chemical and
physical properties of collected particles in summer compared to winter (DJF). In fact, spring and summer seasons in the
WMB are characterized by a high frequency of Saharan dust outbreaks (e-g—?)-(e.g. ??) and formation of high concentrations
of secondary organic aerosols and secondary sulfate particles (e.g. ?) which in turn increase the particle scattering efficiency
and the SSA in summer compared to winter (?). As—shownlater-high-SSA—inereases—the-C—values-above-the-commonly
outbreaks at the measurement stations considered here was to increase the SSA over the average values. In fact, as shown
higher compared to other atmospheric scenarios typical of the area under study. Therefore, the higher € values observed during

Saharan dust outbreaks were coherent with an increase of SSA over the threshold above which the C sharply increased (cf.

Fig. 1, S3, S4 and S5). An increase of the C when dust particles are deposited on the filter tape was also reported by ? for the

15
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AE31 aethalometer. ? reported C values for dust particles by generating particles by mechanical shaking of dust samples from
different desert soils using AE31 and MAAP measurements, and reported C values between 3.6 and 3.96 for Saharan desert
soils (Table 2 of 2)..

As shown in Sect. 3.1, high SSA increased the C values, and, consequently, the C seasonality was affected. to some degree,
by the SSA seasonality. In fact, Fig. S7 in the supplementary material shows that the seasonal evolution of the SSA at MSY
and MSA mirrored quite well the seasonal evolution of the C, with an increase of both C and SSA toward the warm season.
In BCN, the inter-season variability of both C and SSA was less pronounced and the C remained fairly constant during the
different seasonstike e e-of-its—greater-influence-to-season-independent-local-pottutantsourees—. Exception was in the
winter period (DJF) when both C (M8060) and SSA showed minima. Nevertheless, the variability within each season was
the largest in BCN, due to a higher variability of the SSA values at this station within each season compared to MSY and
MSA —(Fig. 87). The relationship between C and SSA can be also observed in Fig. S8, where the diel cycles of both C and
SSA were reported. In BCN, both C and SSA showed two relative minima in the morning and in the afternoon, mirroring the
traffic rush hours. At MSY, the sea-breeze-driven transport of pollutants in the afternoon caused a reduction of both SSA and
C. Conversely, at MSA both C and SSA showed less variability in the diel cycles and less similarity was observed. Note that
the similarities commented above between the diel/seasonal cycles of C and SSA were more or less evident depending on the
season/station considered. In fact, we have shown in Fig. 1 that high SSA (> 0.90-0.95) can strongly affect the C values, but
less dependency between C and SSA was observed for lower SSA thus also contributing to mask the similarities between C
and SSA reported in Figs. 3, S7, and S8 which were obtained averaging all available data, including C values at lower SSA.

3.3 Wavelength dependence analysis from the PP_UniMI vs AE33 comparison

The-
The spectral dependence of the AE33 C 1 )-factorand-its—speetral-dependenee(Fig—hfactor, C()), was studied at the

three stations by comparing the attenuation coefficients, by, from AE33 at seven different wavelengths with the absorption
coefficients, byps, from the PP_UniMI. To this aim, the PP_UniMI absorption coefficients were inter/extrapolated to the seven
AE33 wavelengths using the Absorption Angstrom Exponent (AAE) obtained from the original PP_UniMI measurements. The
obtained mean AAE were 1.12 4+ 0.17, 1.29 £ 0.24, and 1.35 4 0.18 for BCN, MSY, and MSA stations, respectively, with an
increase from the urban (BCN) to the regional (MSY) and remote (MSA) site-sites due to the increase in the relative importance

of non-fossil BC sources (i-e:¢.g. biomass burning) and Saharan dust at the remote sites compared to BCN.

AtFig, 4 shows that at the urban (BCN) and the-regional (MSY) stations the C factor did not shew-any-present a statistically
significant dependence with the wavelength(Fig—4)—Hewever,-. However, Fig. 4c shows that at the remote MSA station the
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Figure 3. Seasonal evolution of the C factor at a) BCN, b) MSY and ¢) MSA measurement stations for both TFE-coated glass (M8020)
and M8060 filter tapes. The box plot boxes show the range between the first and third quartile (IQR) with the median value for each season
distribution represented by the inner line; the maximum whisker length is proportional to 1.5 times the third and first quartile difference, or

inter-quartile range (1.5 - IQR).

multiple scattering parameter C showed-(Fig—4)-presented a statistically significant increase between 370 (Cernm (C=3.47)
and 950 nm (Gz7C=4.03) wavelengths-(cf. Table S2). The observed increase of the C factor with the-wavelength-can-affect
wavelength affects the absorption coefficients derived from the AE33 attenuation measurements and, consequently, can affect

all the intensive optical parameters such as th
AAE, SSA and SSAAE which can be derived from the multi-wavelengths-multi-wavelength AE33 absorption measurements

and scattering coefficient measurements. Moreover, a wavelength-dependent C factor can have-an-impactonimpair aethalome-
ter based BC source apportionment analysis, such as the Aethalometer model, used to determine the contribution from fos-

sil fuels vs biomass burning emissions (?).

(model AE31)-whereas > found-, For example, ? found strong indication of the independence of C with wavelength, and neither
2 found any wavelength dependence of the multiple scattering parameter C with the wavelength. Conversely, ? observed a de-
crease of the C factor with wavelengths, although it was not statistically significant;-and-reperted-the-tmpact-of-the-wavelength
dependent-C-on-source-apportionment-modelresults—,

shewn-that-As can be appreciated by comparing Figs. 2, 3 and Fig. 4, the multiple scattering correction factors obtained usin,
the PP_UniMI reference instrument were larger than those obtained with the BC-coating reduces-the katlonger-wavelengths
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Figure 4. Wavelength dependence of C at BCN, MSY and MSA comparing by¢y from the AE33 measured at each wavelength and bops.
inter/extrapolated to the same wavelength from the PP_UniMI. Box plots have been obtained as in Fig. 3 with the addition of the mean value
of the distribution for each wavelength represented by a marker. The values above the box plots between adjacent wavelengths and between
370 and 950 nm wavelength box plots show the obtained p-values, with p<0.05 meaning a statistically significance difference.

as a consequence of the offset in the absorption measurements between MAAP and PP_UniMI. A detailed discussion of this
offset can be found in Fig. A1 and in Fig. 2 in ?.

Hereafter, we propose a possible explanation for the different spectral dependencies found for the C at the measurement sites
considered here, We have shown in Section 3.1 that, independently from the measurement station considered, the cross-sensitivity
to scattering can strongly increase the C for SSA values above an upper threshold. To explore if the SSA can also affect the C
wavelength dependence. we studied the wavelength dependence of the C for SSA values above and below the site-dependent
SSA thresholds. Figure 5 shows the comparison between the C factor at MSY and MSA for SSA above (high SSA), and
below (low SSA) the SSA thresholds of 0.95 and the-sing Rgstrom-exponen ites:
0.9, respectively, for MSY and MSA (cf. Fig. 1). Fi
with the wavelength for SSA>0.90, whereas no statistically significant increase was observed for SSA<0.90. For this specific
analysis, based on the PP_UniMI off-line measurements, 867 of SSA values at MSA (68 samples out of 79) were above the
SSA threshold of 0.95. At MSY; only 1 sample out of 126 was characterized by SSA value higher than the SSA threshold of
0.95, thus preventing a robust statistical analysis of the C wavelength dependence for high SSA at MSY. Despite this, a 17%

. 5 shows that at MSA there was a statistically significant increase of C
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Figure 5. Wavelength dependence of C at MSY (a.c) and MSA (b.d) obtained comparing bysx from the AE33 measured at each wavelength
and bay inter/extrapolated to the same wavelength from the PP_UniML. Box plots have been obtained as in Fig: 3 and separated into two
categories depending whether the SSA was above (high ssa. upper panel) or below (low ssa, lower panel) the threshold at which C sharply
increases. As in Fig. 3, the values above the box plots between adjacent wavelengths and between 370 and 950 nm wavelength box plots

increase of C with the wavelength from 2.85 at 370 nm to 3.43 at 950 nm for this single point was observed (cf. Fig. 5a).
475 Conversely, similarly to MSA, the C did not show any dependence with the wavelength for SSA<0.95 (cf. Fig.5¢). Thus, this

analysis demonstrated that high SSA of the particles deposited on the filter tape can increase the C values influencing at the
same time its wavelength dependence.

480

485

the sharp increase of C at high SSA at the stations herein analyzed can be associated with the presence of particles dominated
490 Dby dust, characterized by low SSAAE and BF and high AAE and SSA (Figs. S3, S4 and S5). Therefore, we performed a

similar C spectral dependence analysis as in Fig. %—%&e@mp&&%@&beﬁ%ﬁhe@faﬁ%ea}ﬂﬁa{eédtmgm
the days affected by Saharan dust an

dust) and the days without dust influence (no dustday
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Figure 6. Wavelength dependence of C at MSY (a.c) and MSA (b.d) obtained comparing bgsr from the AE33 measured at each wavelength
and bgys inter/extrapolated to the same wavelength from the PP_UniMI. Box plots have been obtained as in Fig. 3 and separated into two.
categories depending whether Saharan dust outbreaks took place (dust) or not (no-dust). As in Fig. 3, the values above the box plots between
adjacent wavelengths and between 370 and 950 nm wavelength box plots show the obtained p-values. with p<0.05 meaning a statistically
significance difference.

). As shown in Fig.
6, no spectral dependence of C was observed during either dust and no-dust scenarios at MSY. This lack of dependence with
the dust intrusions could be due to the limited number of off-line samples at MSY characterized by high SSA (1 out of 126).

low temporal

Thus, due to the in

resolution of off-line PP_UniMI measurements, even during Saharan dust outbreaks(2)—Furthermore; Figs—2?g:h-show-that

days the SSA at MSY
rarely increased above the SSA threshold. Nevertheless, using high-time resolution data (cf. Fig. 1) the potential effect of dust

Forcompleteness;-we-present-in-to increase the SSA (and consequently the C) was evident at both MSY and MSA, At
MSA (cf. Fig. 6) the foHowing-the-dependence-of-the kfactor-and-ts-slope-with-C showed a statistical significant increase
with wavelength for both dust and no-dust samples due to the fact the the samples with high SSA at MSA (867%) were well
distributed between the two scenarios. Thus. these results confirmed that the wavelength-{a)-with BFand SSA-as-done by 2
Sinee-SSA was the main parameter that influenced the spectral behaviour of the C parameter.

To further explore the possible causes that contributed to the different C spectral dependencies observed, we performed a
similar analysis as in ? by comparing the C and its wavelength dependence with different aerosol particles intensive optical
properties, namely: SSA, BE and SSAAE. ? and ? have shown that the AE33 factor loading parameter, k, increases with
increasing BF (smaller particles) and decreases with increasing SSA and that the wavelength dependence of k is-intrinsie-to

processing mentioned-in-Seet-2:3-+-As shown-also depends on these two optical properties as well as on the particle mixing
state. In Fig. S9 we present a similar analysis by studying the effects of these intensive optical properties on the multiple
scattering parameter C instead of k. Fig. S9 shows the slope of C with the wavelength (i.c. the wavelength-dependence of C)
with SSA, BE, and SSAAE at the three sites. As reported in Fig. S4—ar—was-negative(i-e—the k-decreased-with-inereasing
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k-and-SSA(insetgraphs-in-Fig—S4)was-similar-to-that between-a—and-SSA-S9, no clear relationship was observed between
the C slope and the three intensive optical properties at both BCN and MSY. Moreover, the C slope at these two sites were
close to zero for the considered intensive optical properties. The observed lack of C gradients was again likely due to the fact
Saharan dust intrusions at MSY (cf. Fig. S9h). However, Fig. S9c shows that at MSA there was a shift of the C slope toward
large positive values when SSA was above 0.95. Below this SSA threshold value, the C slope was close to zero confirming

the reduced C wavelength dependence for low SSA values at MSA. Moreover, when the SSAAE/BF at MSA (cf. A-deerease
3 4 = 2 2 4 jing)—Fig. S4-implies—that

-S9i and that-at-higher-SSAk—deereases-with
t-e-S9f) decreased towards negative/low.
values (Saharan dust intrusions), the slope of the C increased, again confirming the potential of coarser Saharan dust to increase
MW%MM&%WMW

s Rereas : H B d ery-f i s(—e-BFC slope kept high positive

values at MSA also for the samples not dominated by dust (SSAAE>9%+heﬂiep&ef—lebec—ame—pestﬁve—1ﬁdie&ﬁﬁgfhaHhe

mmmm%mm
Thus, the results presented in Fig. S9 confirmed the effects of SSA on the C presented in Fig. 5 and 6.

Figure7-shows-the results-of-the The lack of points for BCN (none) and MSY (1 of 126) for large SSA values, specially.
above the SSA threshold obtained in Fig. 1, prevented from extrapolating the results to other measurement background
conditions and further studies should be performed to better characterize the spectral behaviour of C and its dependency
with the cross-sensitivity to scattering under different atmospheric conditions/scenarios. This is specially important, as already.

commented, in view of the contradictory results reported in literature (e.g. 2??). The results presented here clearly indicated

that when the SSA exceeded a given site-dependent threshold, as determined using the method in Sect. 3.1, the C values
and its wavelength dependence increased. For the measurement sites considered here, Saharan dust outbreaks were identified
as possible cause for SSA values higher than the threshold. However, from a general point of view, other factors, including.
the location of the measurement stations and/or absence of anthropogenic pollution, can determine the presence of a particle

mixture with high or very high SSA.
Finally, we performed a sensitivity study on the effects that the-using a wavelength-dependent C (C())) had on the ealeulated

AAE-AAE derived from AE33 measurements, compared to the usual approach based on the application of a constant C factor

(Coomspferall-AE33-wavelengths—For BEN-and-MSY-measurement-stations;(const)). Figure 7a,b shows that the AAE values
did-notshew-for BCN and MSY did not present any significant variation (cf. Table S4)with-, with AAE mean values of 1.19

4 0.15 and 1.27 + 0.12 (at BCN and MSY, respectively) using-a-—constant-Cand-slightly-deereasingte-for C(const), and 1.17
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575 as a function of SSA was observed, as shown in Section 3.1. Asfer-the AAEFig-S5-shows-no-significant-vartation-forthe-SSA
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Figure 7. The absorption Angstrom exponent (AAE) calculated with a constant C(const) and the wavelength-dependent C(\) for all stations.

Box plots have been obtained as in Figs. 3 and 4, with the markers indicating the mean AAE values.

4 0.15 and 1.25 + 0.12 (for BCN and MSY, respectively) when-the-wavelength-dependent-C-wasused-AtMSA;for C(\).

These results for BCN and MSY were coherent with the observed lack of spectral dependence of C at these two stations (Fig.

4). However, at MSA the observed increase of the C with the wavelength eaused-the-AAE-to-inerease-by-(Fig. 7c), introduced
an increase of the AAE of around 13%, from 1.19 & 0.07 (constant C) to 1.35 + 0.07 (wavelength-dependent C). Similarlyte
the-above-sensitivitystudy—on-the-caleulated-AAE, Fig. S5-reperts-the-SSA-ealeulated-using-the-wavelength-dependent-C
factor-in—comparison-with-the-SSA-obtained-using-the-constant-Cfactor-S10 presents a sensitivity analysis on the SSA at
470, 660 and 950 nm ~As-reported-in-Fig-S5--obtained using constant and wavelength-dependent C factors. As for the
AAE, Fig. S10 shows no significant variation of SSA at the 3 considered wavelengths at BCN and MSY, again consistent
with the observed lack of dependence of the C factor with wavelength. However, Fig. S10 shows a statistically significant
increase of the SSA at MSA station of around 1.3% fer-at 660 nm -and 2% fer-at 950 nm was-observed-when-using-the
wavelength-dependent Ceompared to-a-eonstant € Fhis inereasewhen using C(A) instead of C(const). Conversely, as expected,
no statistically significant change was appreciated at the lower wavelength, 470 nm. This variation introduced by C(\) on AAE

and SSA, although not large, is relevant since it occurs at the threshold of SSA value for which a substantial increase of the C
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580 4 Conclusions

Here, the multiple scattering parameter C for two filter tapes used in AE33 dual-spot acthalometers, i.e. the previously used

M8020 and the currently used M8O060 filter tapes, has been analyzed using data collected at three different background

stations in NE Spain: an urban background station in Barcelona, BCN, a regional background station at Montseny, MSY,

and a mountain-top station at Montsec d’Ares, MSA. We obtained the C correction factor comparing the AE33 attenuation
585 measurements with the absorption coefficients measured from MAAP instruments, and used simultancous scattering measurements

from an integrating nephelometer to characterize the cross- sens1t1v1ty to scattermg of fhe@faeﬂa%wvm

C wavelength dependence at the three stati

590 eq—(é}ﬂsmgfh&mesmwwvrggggggv@&AE% attenuation coefficient exffapela{eé%églﬂmﬂsmgfhe—AAEfmf&AESSﬂﬁdme

the-experimentat-vatues-of both-Crand-ms-measurements with the multi-wavelength PP_UniMI absorption coefficients.
Figure-te-and Table-+show the results of the fit for BEN-We presented here a novel approach to characterize the cross-sensitivity
595  to scattering of the C correction factor. This approach consisted in fitting the measurements of the C versus SSA. The fits
Mﬁm‘f and

MSA

obtained higher cross-sensitivity values of the C factor (1.84-0.1% and 3.44-0.1%, respectively) compared to those reported in
the literature (around 1-1.5 %). For the FEE-coated-glass-filtertapeit-wasfound-a-constant-of 2.21=+-0-01-and-afirst time

600 here we characterized the cross-sensitivity to scattering also of the new M8060 filter tape. We obtained a cross-sensitivity to
ively-for the M8060 of 1.6+0.3%

A A A AN AN AN AN AN AN AN AR
3.0£0.1% and 4.940.1% for BCN, MSY and MSA, respectively. The multiple scattering parameter, Cy, for the M8020 filter

tape was 2.21 +0.01 at MSY and 1.96 4- 0.02 at MSA. For the M8060 filter tape -the-fit-yields-a-multiple-seattering-constant
%-the fit led to Cy values of 2.50 £ 0.02 at BCN, a-C-of

scattering ©

605 1+:96+0:01-and-anmsof3:0-+01%1.96 £ 0.01 at MSY, and&eeﬂﬁfaﬂt—é’jﬂf—PSQ%cﬂﬂ%aﬁd—a—m—éF%ﬂ%l 82+0.02

at MSA.

610 M%GW&%—%&M%%%@&HM%%@M
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635

640

As-a-consequence-of-the-The consequence of this cross-sensitivity to scattering we-can-appreeiate-inFig—ta1tbtd;and

+e-an-resulted in a large increase of the C values, up to 3-fold increas

eof-Cfor-SSA—=>0-95, for SSA values above 0.9-0.95

This significant increase of the C factor at high SSA, if not accounted for, can lead to a large overestimation of both the

eBC concentrations and the-abserption-—eceefficients-absorption coefficients measured by aethalometers. This can be especiall
relevant at sites typically characterized by an aerosol mixture with high SSA. Thﬁeffeet—c—aﬁhavwafgem%paeeat—s&eswhefe

We-interpreted-the-differences—in-the-ebtained-Cr—C is responsible for the higher C values measured at mountain-top and
Arctic measurement stations. Here, we observed larger C values and fn—va}ues—as—v&ﬂaﬁeﬁ&depeﬁdeﬁt—ewe%heﬁsample

the mountain station and much less C variability at the urban site, where the SSA rarely exceeded the SSA threshold from

which changes in C can be observed.
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645

TFE-coated-glass-and-the-Overall, the main difference between the two filter tapes studied here was the higher cross-sensitivit
to scattering observed for the currently used M8060 filter tapes;has-been—-analyzed-using-data—colected-at-three—different

o, o 2 acion B sround 101 Nonteen
a a S a a SSasis a v y

650

655 absorption-coefficientstape compared to the previously used M8020 filter tape. Despite the different cross sensitivity to scattering,

both filter tapes showed average C values which fall within the measurement uncertainties.
We have found an average multiple scattering parameter C at 637 nm of 2.29, 2.29, 2.36 for the TFE-coated glass filter tape

(M8020) and of 2.44, 2.23 and 2.51 for the M8060 filter tape, for BCN, MSY and MSA measurement stations, respectively.
Fhe-obtained Cfactor showed a-seasonat-vartability at-Due to the dominant effect of SSA on the C, the obtained C factors

660 showed seasonal and diel variability at the three sites that mirrored the variability of SSA. At MSY and MSA with-amaximum
at-higher C values were on average observed in summer due to the-changes in the physical-chemical aerosol properties that

led to SSA values on average higher in summer than in winter. A larger fraction of dust particles and formation of secondary
organic aerosols and secondary sulfates likely explained the observed increase of C in summer at these regional/remote sites.
However, at the urban background station of BCN the C values remain fairly constant throughout the year.

665 We also analyzed the wavelength dependence of €-the C parameter for the M8060 filter tape for-at BCN, MSY and MSA
—Weby comparing the AE33 attenuation data with the off-line PP_UniMI absorption measurements performed on selected
MAAP spots. Overall, we found a statistically significant increase with the wavelength, from 3.47 for 370 nm to 4.03 for
950 nm fer-at the mountain-top station of-MSA(MSA), whereas at BCN an-and MSY background stations no statistically

significant dependence was found. The reason for the lack of wavelength dependence of the C at BCN and MSY was the lack
670 of MAAP spots characterized by high SSA. Thus, due to the low temporal resolution of off-line PP_UniMI measurements, the
SSA at MSY and, especially, at BCN rarely increased above the SSA threshold. Conversely, the wavelength-dependence of C
at the mountain station was in-part-due to the predominance-of dust-particles-during-high probability of measuring SSA values
higher than the site-dependent SSA threshold, from which the C values start to increase. For this analysis, we studied the C
wavelength dependence separately for samples characterized by high SSA (higher than the site-dependent threshold) and low.
675 SSA and observed that at MSA no dependence of the C with the wavelength was observed for samples with low SSA, whereas
a clear dependence was observed for the sample with high SSA. Thus, the analysis presented here demonstrated that high SSA
of the particles deposited on the filter tape can increase the C values influencing at the same time its wavelength dependence.
Interestingly, only one sample (out of 126) collected at MSY regional station was characterized by high SSA and for this sample
the calculated C strongly increased with wavelength. The results presented here clearly indicated that when the SSA exceeded
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680

685

690

695

700

705

710

a given site-dependent threshold, the C values and its wavelength dependence increased. For the measurement sites considered
here, Saharan dust outbreaks at-this-station—were identified as possible cause for SSA values higher than the threshold, However.
other factors,including the location of the measurement stations and/or the absence of anthropogenic pollution, can determine

the presence of a particle mixture with high or very high SSA. We also investigated the effect of considering a wavelength-
dependent C at MSA station compared with-to using a constant C on the absorption Angstrom exponent (AAE) and the single

scattering albedo (SSA) through sensitivity tests. Results revealed an increase of the AAE by 13% and an increase of the SSA
by 1.3% when using the wavelength-dependent C factor compared to using a constant C factor (i.e. with no A—dependence).

This effect may impact any source apportionment method which takes into account the multi-wavelength absorption values

from the AE33 (e.g. the Aethalometer model).

In summary, based on the results herein presented, the absorption coefficients from AE33 data can be corrected with different
degrees of confidence depending on the information available to estimate the multiple scattering parameter C:

— A tailored dynamic multiple scattering parameter can be obtained if on-line simultaneous reference absorption measurements_
are available. In this case, a dynamic C with high temporal resolution can be obtained, allowing an in-situ correction of
AE33 data and allowing studying for example diel/seasonal cycles of the multiple scattering parameter. Here we used
on-line MAAP absorption measurements at one wavelength for the determination of a dynamic C at the same MAAP
wavelength.

— If independent reference multi-wavelengths absorption measurements are available, then the dependence of the multiple
scattering parameter with wavelengths can be studied. Here we determined the wavelength dependence of the multiple

scattering parameter ; or-cach—statton—and-filter tape-obtatned-fromthefit-for the THE-coated-glassHfiltertape

large-inerease-by using the polar photometer (PP_UniMI) off-line absorption measurements performed on the MAAP

filter spots and by comparing the off-line PP_UniMI measurements with AE33 attenuation data integrated over the
MAAP filter spots time stamp.
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— If reference absorption measurements are not available for the experimental determination of the Cvalaes;ap-to-3-fold;

76 00005 A o of th

-, then the average values of the
multiple scattering parameter provided here for three different measurement stations can be used as reference.

— If both independent reference absorption measurements and scattering measurements are available, then the cross sensitivity
to scattering of AE33 i i i
eross-sensitivity to-seattering-ean-be-derived-data can be determined by studying the relationship between C and single
scattering albedo (SSA). In this case, a parameterization can be obtained relating C and SSA._

— If SSA measurements are not available, this work provides parameterized formulas that allow calculating C over a wide
range of SSA values.

The C values obtained in this work for different station types (urban, regional, remote) may serve as reference for similar
background measurement sites where the same methodology cannot be applied. Yet, discrepancies may arise due to the possible
differences in aerosol sources at different sites and, accordingly, to the different aerosol particles compositions and mixing
states. Similar analysis for other measurement sites with similar features may reduce the uncertainties around the applicability

of the results presented here to other stations.

Appendix A: Absorption coefficient relationship between a MAAP and a PP_UniMI polar photometer for MSA

station

This appendix aims to show the result of applying the same methodology as in Section 3.1 of ? to the PP_UniMI analyzed
dataset for obtaining the bias for the MSA station in the absorption coefficient measurements between the MAAP and the
PP_UniMI polar photometer A 1. It consists on the application of a Deming regression fit, which results in a slope of 6-8+=+-0-6+
0.80 4 0.01 for our dataset.

Code and data availability. The Montseny and Montsec data sets used for this publication are accessible online on the WDCA (World Data
Centre for Aerosols) web page: http://ebas.nilu.no. The Barcelona data sets were collected within different national and regional projects

and/or agreements and are available upon request. The code used for analysis can be obtained upon request to the corresponding author.
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Figure A1. Comparison between the aerosol absorption coefficient measured by PP_UniMI on sample spots (gap_pP_vnin ) and the MAAP

photometer (0ap_rraap).
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Figure S1. Multiple scattering parameter (C) availability for both M8060 and TFE filter tape at
BCN, MSY and MSA measurement supersites.
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Figure S2. Normalized count distribution of the measurement timestamp, 8t in minutes for a)
BCN, b) MSY, and c) MSA. Time measurement resolution was set to 1 min when possible, in b)
and c) the 5 min spikes are due to a measurement time resolution of 5 min during a certain period
of time.



INSTRUMENT STATION TIMESTAMP

BCN 1 min
AE33 MSY 1 min
MSA 1 min
BCN 1 min
MAAP MSY 1 min
MSA 1 min
BCN 1 min

5 min (2013-February

MSY February 2017); 1 min

NEPHELOMETER (February 2017-2020)

5 min (2013-February

MSA February 2017); 1 min

(February 2017-2020)

Table S2. Timestamp of the measurement for each instrument, AE33, MAAP and nephelometer,

for each station.
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Figure S3. Multiple scattering parameter (C) dependence on the single scattering albedo (SSA)
for the TFE-coated glass (upper panel) and the M8060 filter tape (lower panel) at: BCN (c), MSY
(a,d) and MSA (b,e) measurement supersites as a function of the absorption Angstrom exponent

(AAE).
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Figure S4. Multiple scattering parameter (C) dependence on the single scattering albedo (SSA)
for the TFE-coated glass (upper panel) and the M8060 filter tape (lower panel) at: BCN (c), MSY
(a,d) and MSA (b,e) measurement supersites as a function of the backscattered fraction at (BF).
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Figure SS5. Multiple scattering parameter (C) dependence on the single scattering albedo (SSA)
for the TFE-coated glass (upper panel) and the M8060 filter tape (lower panel) at: BCN (c), MSY
(a,d) and MSA (b,e) measurement supersites as a function of the single-scattering albedo
Angstrom exponent (SSAAE).
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Figure S6. Scatter-plot of the binned AE33 attenuation coefficient (b,, (637 nm)) vs MAAP
absorption coefficient b,,s (637 nm)) where the slope of the Deming regression, m, represents the
multiple-scattering parameter C, and q is the intercept of the regression, for the TFE-coated glass
filter tape (upper panels) and M8060 filter tape (lower panels) for BCN (a,d), MSY (b,e) and
MSA (c,f). The non-zero intercept, q, is indicative of the additional signal due to the cross-
sensitivity to scattering of particles within the filter.

a)

SSA

BCN
1.0

0.9
0.8

0.7

0.6

0.5
DJF MAM JJA SON

b)

1.0

0.9

0.8

0.7

MSY

1T

DJF MAM JJA SON

B 8060 8 FT

¢

0.

©

0.8

0.7

MSA

DJF MAM JJA SON

Figure S7. Seasonal evolution of the SSA at a) BCN, b) MSY and c¢) MSA measurement stations
for both M8020 and M8060 filter tapes. The box plot boxes show the range between the first and
third quartile (IQR) with the median value for each season distribution represented by the inner

line; the maximum whisker length is proportional to 1.5-IQR.
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Figure S8. Diel evolution of the SSA and the C actor at a) BCN, b) MSY and ¢) MSA

measurement stations.

Cpp ynimi(4)

370 nm 470 nm 520 nm 590 nm 660 nm 880 nm
BCN 3.36 3.26 3.22 3.24 3.21 3.19
MSY 2.68 2.67 2.72 2.77 2.79 2.62
MSA 3.47 348 3.58 3.71 3.87 4.05

950 nm

3.31
6.67
4.03

Table S2. Multiple scattering factor (C) at each AE33 measuring wavelength obtained using the
absorption coefficient from the PP UniMI polar photometer for BCN, MSY and MSA

measurement supersites.



Cpam(4)

370 nm 470 nm 520 nm 590 nm 660 nm 880 nm 950 nm
BCN 2.82 2.78 2.75 2.73 2.72 2.69 2.83
MSY 2.32 2.33 2.42 2.46 2.47 2.26 2.32
MSA 2.82 2.85 2.91 3.03 3.09 3.22 3.24

Table S3. Multiple scattering factor (C) at each AE33 measuring wavelength obtained using the
absorption coefficient from the PP UniMI polar photometer working as MAAP (PaM) for BCN,

MSY and MSA measurement supersites.
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Figure S9. Relationship between the slope of the factor C and the wavelength, a., and the single-
scattering albedo at 520 nm (SSAsz0nm), the backscatter fraction (BFsy9nm), and the single-
scattering albedo Angstrdm exponent (SSAAE) at BCN (left panel), MSY (middle panel) and
MSA (right panel) measurement stations. The values of a. (y-axis) for a given station changed
depending on the dependent variable (x-axis) considered due to the method employed for binning
the data. Here we used the Freedman-Diaconis rule to define the bin width that can, consequently,
include different data points depending on the variable considered. The red points show bins with
a number of measurements which range between 2 and 5 data points.



AAE
C(const) cA)
BCN | 1.19+0.15 1.17+£0.15
MSY | 1.27+0.12 1.25+£0.12
MSA | 1.19+0.07 1.35+0.07

Table S4. Mean values of the absorption Angstrém exponent (AAE) for the sensitivity analysis
performed in Fig. 3 on the AAE obtained using a wavelength-dependent C (€ (1)) in comparison
with an AAE obtained using a constant C, C(const), parameter.
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Figure S10. Sensitivity analysis of the single scattering albedo (SSA) on the wavelength-
dependent C (C(L)) in comparison with an SSA at 3 wavelengths (470, 660 and 950 nm) obtained
using a constant C parameter (C(const)) for a) BCN, b) MSY and c¢) MSA measurement stations.



